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INTRODUCTION

For the past 12 months the men of 8th Transportation Group (Motor Trans-
port) on numerous occasions have had the oppcrtunity to tell their story
of how they conducted military line-haul operations over the longest line
of comminications in Vietnam. 'The methods and techniques developed out of
experience and lessons icarned, have provided entirely new concepts of
security and operating logistical convoys in an active hostile environment,

This brochure has been prepared to respond to the many requests we have
had to provide information and data on one facet or another of our opera-

tions,



8T TRANSPORTATION GROUP (HOTOR TRA¥STORT)

Tt is appropriate tiat the 8th Transportstion frowd {Motor Transport) will
celebrate its Silver Anniversary in Viectnam, Dorn ovt of the necessity of

~.another war on 9 December 1$43, the 8th has truvelced meny miles aaroute to
its place today as the world!s most wmigue truck tronsportation ocutfit.
The diverse ancd potentially devactating chellonges of 2 strange ~nd violent
guerilla war have provided opportimities for Sth innovetions that have
literally rewritten the text on ccmbat convoy operstions.

Originally constituted as the Bth Traffic Regulation Group, the vni trained
at Fort Lawton, Washington prior to serving it the European Theatcr in World
War II in the Morthern France and Rhineland Campoimnse In June of ish6 the
wnit was inactivated at Reims, France, later to be reactivated ai Frankfurt,
Sermany on 15 October 1949. :

Allotted to the Regular Army on 27 March 1951, the nonicker 8th Tramsportation
Group was civen t0 the unit on 3 Jonuery 1955, In June of 1966 the 8th
received its finel activetion at Fort Lewis, Vesnhin~ton.

Tt was at Fort Lewis tnct the 8th trained for what would prove to be its
finest hour - convoy operations over a trousled, zuerilla infested road mnet
along Vietnam's €oastal Plain and Centrzl Hizhlends. On 2l September 1966
the men of the 8th boarded the USHS Leroy Eltinze at Oalland, California.
Less than a month laver - on 19 Cctober 1966 - the 8th was in Victnam.

Establishing headgucrters in the coastal fishing and forming center of Qui
ihon, the 8th zssumed operation2l comtrel of threé irvck battalions - the
27th and Shth at Qui Whon and the 124th at Tleiku. Tie mission, on the
surface, sounded simsle enough: crovide motor treasport support to tectical
forces in the II Corps “actical Zcne. But the 8th was to find a set ef
obstacles confronting them totally unlike any cncowntered by any other group
of truckers in the history of modern woricre,

The enemies were basically three fold. First, there were the roads. High-
way 19 climbs over two rugged mountzin passes cs it winds toward the Centreol
Highlands Province Copitel of Pleiku. From Fleilwe north to Kontum and Dak
To 8th Group truckers negotistecd Highway 1, ond nmorth from “ui Nhon to Bong
Son and Duc Pho the route was Dot iaoled, umpaven, narrow, crowded with
treachercus traffic.

Next there was the heat, causing men's bodies to iiterally burn up unless
preper precautions (vlenty of water and salt; livht, lcose clothing) were
taken, znd the monsoon mud, which turned hi-hweys inic borely navizable
quagmires,

And finally, taere werc the Tiet Cong and Vorih Vietnemese hrmy (NVA) wmits.
These foncticzl Commumist soldiers scwed mincs, Hlenited snipers, blew brideges
and s—rung violent cmbushes in a concérted effort to interdict the vital
supply line that wos the 8th road net, But they failed, Neither the enemy,



'IESSONS LEARNEL! KEEP TRUCKERS AHEAD OF VO

QUI NEDN, RVN- "The men of the 8th Transportation Group are writing a
page in Transportation Corps history," emphetically states U.S. Army
Colonel Joe O. B:llino, commending officer of the Qui Nhon Support
Commané organizetion.

"The 8th Group soldiers put their lives on the line every day on the
Qui Nhon-Pleiku convoy run" contimes the colonel.

"What makes this operation unique," adds Colonel Bellino, "is that
convoys treveling through enemy infested areas provide their own
protection”.

The group commander gives much of the credit for the successful tactical
engagements by his troops to an active program of "Lessons learned.”
This progran utilizes the soldiers' personal experiences in contact with
the enenmy. These trenscriptions along with after-action photos of
anbushes are the basic for instruction given to every man going on a
convoy. This is one class that receives the soldiers' rapt ettention.

Colonel Bellino is not content to sit behind a desk at the headquarters
while his men on the roaé ere taking the risks.

"Prompt reactiocn in an emergency can make thce difference between life and
death", comments the fiery troop leader. In a recent convoy ambush near
Pleiku the colonel was traveling along as an observer-member. With the
assistance of Sergeant Major Rudolph K. Proctor and driver Specialist

4 Leslie D. McPherson a reactionery force was formed, and assistance was
rushed to his beleaguered truckers.

"General Creighton Abrams, deputy commanding general of the Military
Assistance Command Vietnen recently described the 8th Transportation
Group soldicrs as frustrated tankers," concludes Colonel Bellino.

"I think it's safe to say they are working off these frustrations."



nor the weather, nor the roads, nor the strengeé tropicel environmment has as
much as slowed the 8th in its daily operations,.

Why?

Many reasons: Courage, esprit, dedication, orofessionalism, pride, resource-
fulness, innovation - to rame a faw,

The 8th's sturdy trucker/soldiers are out of their bwmks at 3:30 AM., getting
home by night fall only if they are lucky, They go on, day in and day out,
literally living with their trucks, "heir effort and sacrifice is a reflection
in their pride in being part of 2 unit that lhias refined sophisticated commmicate
ions procedures; developed exotic armor2z "gwm trucks" laden with el.aborate
weapons systenc, set mmerous tounage records, received countless decorations...
And the 8th is contimuing to march, World-wide attention to its accomplishments
has served to vrompt a larger vision as the officers and men of the 8th set
their sights on even greater horizonms,

That's the way it is and that's the way it has been with the 8th Transportation
Group - for nezrly 25 vears. For these men, beinsz "Better Than The Best", are
truly "Without Parallel®,

From October 1966 to date, members of the 8th Transportation Group heve received
the following awards: |

(1) Silver Star: 3
(2) Leigion of Merit: 22
(3) Distinguished Flying Cross: 1
Soldier's Hedal: 1
Bronze Star for Valor: 31
Bronze Star for Service: 81
Air Medal: 15
Army Cormendation Medal for Valor: 30
Army Commencction Medal for Service: 123
(10) Purple Heart: 141



Colonel Joe Bellino, Commancing Cfficer ci the 8th Trenspertation

Greoup, a2dmits thot he has follen in love ith the 8th Group because

of their cutstending ability to successfully perform a logisticl
mission in the fzce cf olmest constant enemy heorrcossment. I ~ recent
letter he expleined that in Worle War II ond in Zorea, highwry trons-
port units on occasien hod oper:ated ~ver nined rocds, received hor-
rassing firc, becn ctiacked, on’ bechh &cusled, But he seid, "Our
Convoys (in Vietnam) ~et cne form or snother of it ¢amm near cvery day."

Tiie 8th Group operctes as for north 2s Bonz Scn ond as far west es
Pleiku. On = mission-type basis the trucks of ihe 8th move from Pleikm
and Qui lPon to Dek To, and clmcst deily they wind their way to ROK
units in Scng Cau,

A variety ~f roedbels bear the tire marks cf the 8th's trucks, from
Qui Nhon end R-oute 19 to Ain Khe. in Yhe Pess is a series of hairpnin
turns extending 8 kilcmeters up a mcuntainous sleope. West of n Xhe
is Mang Giang Pags--h tortuous Kilemeters cof clinbiiig roadway.

The arez throuzh which the 8th operates is heavily infested with cnemy
snipers and mines, and zmbush is on ever-present threat. Cclcnel Bellino
analyzed the pattern ¢f smbush an! thorouvzhly incoctrinated his trcops
in procedures to minimize the effects of cn wmexvected attack on the
moving convoy,

In ambush may occur at ony time curing the dey, but lote afterncon

anc evening hours are most cangerous. L cover cf dorkness affords the
enemy his best opportunity tc strike snd tc escope retalintion. The
ambush is gquick, well-plznned, mé difficrlt tc ccumter. It occurs in
a sporscly nopulcted erea in which there is heavy folisze. Generelly,
the site selected is in on arec wherc the convoy Dosses cver a rise
into & bend in the road. The rise hides the action from follcwing
trucks. The ombush is cf short curation; it is triggeres by a commond-
detoneted mine vwhich will stop & vehicle, “lock the roacd, and permit
heavy sutomatic weapons fire tc bear upon the vehicles following =os
they push into the xi11 zcne, Usuclly the enemy ¥ill withdraw within
10 minutes, since crez reaction forces are guick teo respend tc calls
for help.

When an zmbush is encountered, actions ore specific omd immeZiate,
Control vehicles notify security elements by radio, on? reaction
ferces are swiftly Jispotched. Vehicles in the convoy meve forward
as quickly =s possible to escape the kill zone-~-fast mcvement reduces
the chonce of 2 idll, If the convey cemes tc 2 halt, persomnel dis-



mount and return mexdimum fire, The sheuldcrs <f the recd may de minosd,
and personnel must move cauti-usly. Securiiy wvehicles bring 2 heavy
vclume of fire on the enemy. This cction fecilitztes the ranicd passage
of task vehicles through the 1dll zone,

Herdened vehicles »rovide convoy security, LA gun jeep--equippec with
radio, M=79 grensde launcher, znd en M=60 mechinegum on r pedestal
mount--is o prime security vehicle., Howevcr, the current ratis of
%-ton trucks tc tosk vehicles makes it Jifficult tc employ the zun
jeep cn the vreferred basis of cne for every ten tosk vehicles anc
leads to the rec-mmecndation that each truck compeny have seven ¥-ton
trucks arthorized,

The 8th also emnloys the hardened 2%tcn truck {qun truck)-- the cad
and cargo bed sicdes are covered with crm~rplzte, zn? the florr <f
cab end carge bed arc sendbaggecd. The “river on” crew cre thus pro-
tected from weapons fire and mines. The ~un truck is menned by a
“river, cssistant driver, and twc gumers,

The 8th is molifving cther mctor transport ecuipment tc give odded
protection ageinst ambush tacties and for convey security. The
multiple czliber 5O machinegun (Quad 50%s) cn the 2x-ton truck body

is en immovotion, This weapon has proven succcssfuvl when employed in
tacticel convoys. Fermel weapens training to »ermit empleyment has
been comzleted, and medification of the gun mcwmt is now un’erwaye.

4L shortcrming in the use of this weapen is that the three-man crew

en¢ the Zs-ten truck must come frem loccl rescuvrces. The 5-ton tractor
elsc has becn workee cn to give it a cecrec of ~rctecticm cn the floor
and cob sides, The mejcr problem ares in this vehicle is that the
mecification couses ~ heet incranse inside the ceb and reduces visibility
through the side windows,

Convey security is in direct propcrtion to the risk invelvecd. iny
aftor-cark operation outside cf Qui Fhen, ncrth of Pong Son, or beyom!
Ln Khe is extremely hazardous, DNaylizht orcrations from Qui Fhon to
An Khe and Bong Son are somewhat less hazerdcus, The Hardlened Cenvey
Concept is Cesi=ned fcr operctions in arecs comsidered mcst hazardcus,
Ccnvoys nermelly mcve in three tr five morch wvmits of 10 task vehicles
each, Karch units have & gun truck in tho lead zné a %-ton gun jeep
fer centrol at the rcar of the unit. When required, the Zs-ton truck
cn which are memites the Quas 50's will »e in the center ~f ecch march
unit tc give fire suprert to e2ll vchicles, ’

Cperationzl oroblems determine the time intervel “etween march units,
Ls equipment ~cc-mes available, on sdditionnl g jecp will be employed
at every intcrvel betwecn merch wmits tec preveont the enemy from using
this time gap to his adventage. L4 recrnnnissence vehicle will alsc be
used in adveonce ci the cenver in the mcst hiozerdsts arcas. Rcy vehicles



COLiVOY PRCCEIURES CHANGED

"If the present conflict in Vietnam is, indeed, revolutionizing doctrine
on the brush fire or guerilla war, then the chapter on convoy operztions
is being written largely by the 1st Logisticel Gormand's 8th Transporta-
tion Group," says the Group Cormending 0ffiger, Colonel Joe O. Bellino.

With headquarters in the rolling Thanh Velley at Qui Nhon, the 8th
Group area of operations sprawls west to an Khe, Pleiku and Dek To and
north to Bong Son and Duc Pho.

Trucks of the 8th Group moke depertures deaily to heul every thing fron
armunition to asphalt, food to footlockers, down two of Vietnam's main
arteries - Highways 19 to the west and 1 to the north.

Marshalling, maintenance, training,control - these are but a few of the
pmany diverse problems faced by the men of the 8th Group.

But the one critical concern that is being met with the most creativity
is the eneny.

Since December 1967, not a day has gone by that there has not been
some kind of enemy attempt to disrupt or destroy an 8th Group convoye.

Sniper fire, mines, blown bridges and culverts and savage ambushes -
the enemy doesn't miss a chancc in his efforts to sever the Allies’
vitzl supply lines, but sc far he has been almost totally unsuccessful.

Why? Becesuse of the raw courage and professionslism of the socldier-
truckers and 2 unique system of convoying that revolves around an
innovation called the Herdened Convoy Concept. "The idea, developed v
here at the 8th Group, is nothing more than a sophisticated systen

of eonvoy make-up, utilizing special armor, control and fire power-
oriented vehicles which give the convoy commander a punishing, retalitory
cepebility," says Coloncl Bellino.

This new development in convoy operations revolves cround a small March
Unit of cargo-camying vehiclese Protection for the Merch Unit is
provided by gun Jjeeps,a radio-equiped 5/4-ton truck with a machine gun,
and a specially developed sand-bagged, ermor plated 2%-ton gun truck
equipped with two machine guns and a grenade launcher. Eventually, it
is hoped that these gun trucks will be repleced by new commando armored
carse.

Neer the center of the March Unit is placed a 5-ton truck mounted with
an awescme electrically operated Quad-50.

The four 50-caliber guns of the Quad-50 bring an understandable feer into
the hearts of potential ambushers.

Septeober 2, 1967, before the advent of the Hardened Convoy Concept,
22 flmeen annvoy, anbushed just west of An Khe suffered eight killed
ornnthne

I R AN L mealen ] BT Y-T. o 3 b 2,
wno.d in achicn, 14 trucks totaliy destroyed end enowussr



used in convoys are cquipped with radics, en’ althcugh commmicati-ns are
a problem, the 8th can c-mmunicate within its avea of cperations. U.S.
Army aircraft aru used for convey cover and o monitor the group's radic
frequency.,

Colcnel 3ellino has alrcaly firmed up his thinkinz on sme things

that must be cdone to permit a truck grow: te Serform at peck cfficiency
in a war svch as the onc in Victnam. HKHe recommen’s thet each truck
ccmpany have 2 minimum of seven %-ton trucks avtherized., Since hardened
2¢ton trucks are used in meiwa truck wnits for scéurity pwmasst, five
such trucks shoul< ‘e issued t~ each meitvm compony. This wverizle,
hcwever, is an interim mersurc umtil the V-100 Commondd fLrmcred Cor, a
superior vchicle for ccmvcy security, cen ke furnished,

The ambush instructicns upen which the 8th Tronsoertaticn Group (Hoter
Transpert) driver rclies are briefly stated:

Befcre /mbush--3e alert for chenres in familior scenes nlceng rcute,

Expect ambush upcn detonation »f mines, autometic
weapons fire, heavy sniocr fire.

During fimbushe--ladio security force--Contactl Contact! Contoct!
Continue moving--maintain interval.

Pollow in tracks cof vehicle zheas to prevent
further detonation cf rozd mincs,

If disablec, stecr cff real--ncrrit Dassage of
others--dismeunt--mrunt nassing vehicle.

Lvecid entering kill azone--provide flanking support
fire into kill 2zone.

demember thot gun trucks nrovide maximum bese of
fire--fight es a team; Jcnloy vpen command,

romember prime targets--cnoemy cutematic weapons
nogiticns, enemy morio~rs, rcclect nositions,
assoulting ground ferces.

After imbush-~Protect and care for wowmx'ed perscnnel; evacunte
them ASLP,

Rcopen readways--gssure rcacdways are minc free,

Centact ECD tc romeve oiires.



Provide flank sccurity,

When centoct is broken, €0 net give chnesc
Stay alert fcr coumtcrattock,

Remember cetalls,

Colcnel 2ellino's statemcnt that "What we are ~cins here is unique in
Transportation Corps history" is reinfcrced by the remarks of Gencral
Westmoreland¢ about "the outstanding job dene by the transpertoticn
truckers who kent supplies comming sc that the combat trrops (at Dak To)
cculd keep pressurc cn the enemy," and by the remerks cf the ex-tanker
commandcr, CGencrel Lbrams, Deputy te fenercl Westmorelanc, who s2id "The
8th Group truckers whc were ambushed necor Tleilx on 2y Nevember 1967
were a bunch of frustrated tankers."--o higher comzliment ceuld He
paid another soldier by an ex-tanker cormender then that,



Commanded by Col, Jee Bellino, the 8th does not have an enwied job—they
get socked by VC and North Viet agbushes at least once a week, And
since they're suppesed to be "support" troops or non-combatants,
requisitioning enough goodies like Nancy, to foil the Reds, is not easy,

In fact, one of the most treasured compliments the truckers received was
when Gen. Creighton Abrams, Commander of MACV, accidentally witnessed an
ambwsh from the sir and remarked “Those guys look just like a bunch of
frustrated tankers,"



tA SPLCIAL BRuED CF LAN!
By SP4 Poluit D, SHAPIRO

QUI .HON, HVN - Pleiku is a long haul from Qui Nhon, The line haul trucker
who makes this 200-mile round-trip is 2 swecial breed of man, ke is a
hybrid character of energy, guts, skill and determination, when he nas
completed the Pleiku turn-around, the road dust will be caked against his
body with the sweat of the day's ordeal. This is what he lives for - the
road is the challenge.

Specialist 5 Jeffrey A, Jertson is 2 veteran convoy trucker for Qui Nhon
Support Command's 597tnh Transportation Company.

His day begins with a hurried breakfast of egys, cereal, juice and a
'breakfast briefing' outlining the day's convoy., Staff Sergeant Sampson
Brewer gives the briefing. "You'll carry fuil loads, make sure taey're
secure and mike certain you wear your steel pot and flak Jacket at all
times. Pick up your trailer loads at De Long Pier. Have a good trip."
Jertaon knows the briefing by rote; he also understands its necessity,

PICKING UP THE AlKMD

After dispatching his 5-ton tractor from the 597th's motor pool, Jertson
fights the early morning traffic jam and picks up a 3,180-pound 1c:d of
amcunition. The.last checkpoint vefare take-off is at the Trailer Transfer
Foint vwhere the trucks arc assigned their positions in the convoy, and the
drivers get the final security briefing from the convoy commarcer,

Specialist Jertson listens attentively as First Lieutenant Ciyde F, Winter
closes the briefing with . . . and in case of ambush, all trucks are to run
the kill zcre, stay mobile and kecp the road clear.” The convoy leaves,

Forty-five tractl:r-trailers bezin the slow climb up Highway 19 west townrd
the steep grades:of An Khe Pass. They naul lumber, asphalt and other
supplies, but t.hé primary cargo is armrmnition, Jertson is careful to
maintain a hundred-meter interval between his truck and the 5-ton he is
following, This!precaution will allow ample elbow room for maneuvers in
an ambush situation.

Jertson spots one of the four convoy gun trucks winding around a bend two
trucks to his {ront—the vital security is on hand, Zscorti.g the convoy
are four gun trucks and four gun jeeps, one of each stratezically spaced
for every texn vchicles,

Gun trucks are specially designed, armor-plated, machine-gun-couipped one
and-a=half ton cargo trucks,

Wwhen mounted with a machine-gun, radio and grenade launcher, the amy's
traditional quarter-ton truck is transformed intc a potent 'gun jeep'.

THE SIGHTS, THE BOISES
The road to An Khe is a paved blacktop and relatively smooth riding. The

fields on either side of the highway have been cleared to discourage
entushes. The sights, the noises, the smell of a coavoy-everything is uninua.



unique. By now they're ell part of Jertson. He is constantly aware of
the danger end the drudgery.

Fifty miles in two hours, The beautiful but treacherous climb up An
Khe Pass locris just shead, Jertson throws his S5-ton into low gear and

begins the eascent,

Averaging eight miles per hour, he jockeys his truck around the wicked
hair pin and heads toward the final crest,

A BRIEF REST

The convoy leaves twelve trucks behind at An Khe; the remaining thirty-
three regroup outside the city., It is a brief rest; time enough to buy
2 coke (50 piazsters) from one of the Vietnamese soda girls,

Like the other truckers, Jertson waits for his favorite tyke. With four
gulping swallows, he's on the road again heading into "Ambush Alley,"
the Mang Giang Pass and to Pleiku.

The siretch between check points 23 and 28, an unpaved gravel trail between
An Xhe znd the towering Mang Giang Pass, is the most demanding, Ii's a
hell road of VC mines, frequent ambush and choking dust squalls,

Tt trrists through twenty desolate miles of arid plain guarded by tanks
ermizced on occasional ridges, Jertson is tense with anticipation and calls
upcn all his experience as a professional soldier, He adjusts his steel
pot, tightens his flak jacket and braces himself for the inevitable jolts
of the gauntlet,

He recalls last week's ambush and the sniper fire of a score of previous
comvoys, -Tais is the real test ~ all the cards are on the table,

'ALL JELLY NCW?

This tine thare was no trouble, if one could call an hour and a helf of
plowing through the gravel, the dust and the ditches fno trouble!. The
convéy has teken the top of Mang Giang, and Jertson is tired but feeling
good, "It'!s 21l jelly now" - his way of saying it will be an easy haul the
rest of the trip.

The trail-blazing is over, and the highway is smooth again, The convay
will reach the Pleiku Trailer %Transfer Point in ninety minutes at on
average speed of twenty miles per hour. Even this last leg of the journey
is hazardous,

The tension has been released, the going is monctonous; the men a2re amxi-
ous to reach Pleiku and must fight the inclination to relax, dJertson
thinks about his sister gradusnting from the University of Minnesota this
June, about the Montagnard kids waving the convoy on along the highway,
and about the coke and hamburgers at Pleiku Trailer Transfer Point, It's
been a gruelling five hours but he!s almost there.

DROPPING OFF THE LOAD

The lzyover et the transfer point is a short one, Sufficient time is

allotted for dropping off the loaded treiler, hitching up with cnother
. cs meEueae waPaaling and hgq{{qg 2 q._‘::_cy‘- iunch, 4 hastr
rafagling and having o ¥ lunch, 2 %
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turn-aronnd rakes good sense snd Jertson knows it., The sooner theyfre on
the road aga3n, the sooner they!ll be back at Qui Nhon,

Topographicclly and psychologically, the return run to Qui Nhon is all
downhill, The men anticipate the warm showers back at the 597th, the
1light banter about the dey's activities, They must still cope with the
long road but, with luck and a good passage through "imbush Alley,"
they 're sure to be back by dusk,

Almost home free, Jertson turns into the 597th and begins the nightly
ritnzl of driver maintenance on his S-ton, The cab must be cleaned,

the 5th wheel (which couples the trailer to the cab) must be greased, water
for the radiator and fuel for the tanks « a2ll necessary preparations for
tomorrowts convoy,

¥hen Jertson finally sits down to relax with the other truckers, the
talk revolves around the run and the road, They award the prize for the
day's number one !Sharmer! (goof-off) and complain in general.

"But ‘you know, it's funny," says Specialist Jertson, "it isn't half-bad
duty, W= do the job., Sure, we get tired of pulling tough maintenance

on the trucks but we're got the best trans outfit I know. The whole thing
the dirt, the road, the work - it!s in our blood." '
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Because line havl cconvey coeraticns arc esscaticzlly cenfined tc the
hcurs of light, tne 8th Group ccnducts shuttle oneraticns all nizht
lens in the port ond derot eommlex arca ¢f Qui Fhon spotting empty
trucks and treilers tc be lcaded, and then movirg the lcaded wehicles
tc the truck terminel te be realy for convey orerctions ~t 0600 hrurs

Shertly cofter 01C0 hcurs cn 2 recent wmorming lst Licutenent Poul J,
Stegmayer, 2 Platcon Leeder in the 2¢ Trensnortation Company wes
returning five 8th Tronsportation Greoup trucks 4¢ the truck terminel in
Charang Valley about 15 miles ountside Gui Mion Ciliye

As Stegmayer, in the lead of the cclum, arro~ched a bdridge about
half wey to the terminal he sprtted whot ic-ies 1ik%é o large fire,
Then a round of scme type expleded next to his jeen, and thc Licutonent
cecided t¢ try t- run his sm2ll convey on through the smbush k1l zore
and a2cross the bridgze,

His jecp and the truck just “ehind him mode it, though his jcep received
12 rounds of small orms fire, three coming tarcuzh the windshicld alone,
The truck following beceme disabled, ond’ the other ihree trucks stopped
shcrt of the Id1l1l zome to bring fire on the attockerse

Finding his trucks still inned down under heovy automatic wezpens fire,
Stegmayer uscd his rodic tc ¢all in supsorte Soon, artillery fire was
pouring in cn the enemy positicn. Socn after the artillery bezan to take
effect, the trucks were sble tc move or »e ncved out.

It was lecter lecrned that the bricdge was held ty a TC feres that hed cap-
tured it o few minutes befcre an” were mrenaring t2 blow the bridgec when
Lieutenint Stegmeyer came clongz with his shutilc ceavey en? aberted their
attempt,

The briczc is o key river crossins en the meir highwey leading nerth cut
of Qui khen lcxistical complex, an? it is critical teo keeping the suprly
line open te the forces sleng the ncrthern const and in the hishlan's of
Pleiku,

Colcnel Joc Q. Bcllino ccmmenrin- the 8th Tromspertation Group (Kcter
Transport) commented, "There is nc Anubt thot Licutcnance Stemmoyer's
quick thinldn; and ccrl actions wnder consicderchlc aressure literally .
save the situaticn from becemine 2 discstere If he hedn't provided

the help an the lealership hc ¢i?, when lhic did, the entire cclumn could
have bcen ecasily destroyed along with the bricdge end 2 criticol ertery in
the su--ly linec sevcred."

It is thc third time Lieutcnant Stegmarer 18 een in an smbush since.
feining the 8ti Trmnsscsiation Creug,
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A CHAPT=R IN AMBUSH ALLEY

There wes e@xactly one good thing abtout having the pcint: you éidn't have
to chew everyone else's dust.

When you moved over to the bad things about leading a2 truck convoy of
ammanition, napalm and gas and oil, you stopped thinking about it and
just kspt your eyes on the road.

Thet's where Jerry Christopher's eyes were when he spotted the paper
bags, sprouting up out of the road like fat brown mushrooms. There were
ten of ther, ammonium nitrate fertilizer mines strung on a single fuse
line, & "daisy chain" mine. It would blow the axles off the first truck
to hit it, blocking the narrow road and forcing the T75-truck convoy to
grind to 2 standstill in the ambush kill zone. Ané Christopher's was
that first truck.

At 20 miles per hour, Christopher shouted to his driver, Bob Logstcx:
"We're in the kill zonel" "What?" said logston through the engine roar.
"Welre in an ambush!" Logston floored his deuce-and-a-half gun truck,

reached for his rifle.

Someone back in the bed yelled "let's give'enm hell," and the two M-60
machine guns drowned out all other sound. But Christopher is the one

who caught hell.

A B-40 rocket plowed into the front end, blowing off the left tire and
part of the wheel, slewing the truck eround to a grinding halt 25 yards
from the mine.

Christopher yelled "Contact" three times on the radio in the cab, clutched

his grensde launcher and tumbled out, followed by Logston. Bullets were
already smashing the windshield, ripping the cab's armor plate, plowing
through the motor block.

The next rig, a five-ton packed with small arms emmo, downshifted, pulled
out of line and roared on through, trying to clear the kill zone. He
never saw the daisy chain that blew off his front end. Hz swerved out
of control, off the right side of the road. The third trucker was
pouring the coal to his rig when he hit the remaining mines. He lost
his front wheels, slid like a hurtling demon 75 yards down the road end
ended up in a ditch across the road, his 1. ad on fire. He was carrying
155 mn high explosive shells.

SP4 Dick Dominquez revved his engine and raced for the gep. He wes
carrying three tons of CS geas, a noxious chemical that causes voriting
end uncontrollable sickness. He made it through, charging on down the
road towards Pleiku to get help for the convoy. Be was the only one
to get out.

The next rig, also packing 155 projectiles, took a B-40 and slewed to
a helt road-center, 50 yards from Christopher's rig. He was on fire.
The rcad was completiely blocked.

L By
LIS



Anbush Alley

Christopher, behind his own truck, was firing grenade across the road,
trying to get the B-40 man. He coulédn't finéd nim. The artillery
rounds on the nearest rig started cooking off-blast after blast rocked
the corpse of the deuce and a helf, showering everyone and everything
with shramnel. Christopher crawled up front looking for his driver.

Logston was lying on the road, the lower nclf of hisg body a bloody

mess of machine gun bullets. He was trying to crawl out of the line

of fire. "Bob! Yfall right, Bob?" said Christopher uselessly as he
pulled Logston off into the grass. "What're we gonna do now, Jerry?"
mosned Logstons EHelicopters, unaware of the carnage belcw them, wheeled
high in the sun and flew off into space. "Why don't they do something?
Why don't they help us?" pleaded Logston in feeble anger, There was no
help. , '

Christopher got him under the truck, bandaged him as best he could,
mttering "Hang on - we'll meke it OK." He wished he was sure of that.

A rockst hit the teilgate sbove him. SP4 Czerwinsky, a machine gunner,
took critical frog hits all over his body.

Pvi Jim Boyd got it in the arm. Both M-60s were smashed, useless. As
Christopher tried to save Czerwinsky's lifs, Boyd found a rifle with

his good arm, started banging away.

Christopher cculd sce North Vietnsmese sappers in the grass across
the road, so close he didn't think the rounds in -his M-79 would have

enough space to detonate. They did.

Behind Christopher was a 700-yard long river of death and flome. Gas
tankers ripped open in lmge mushrooms of flame, frying their drivers in
the metal ovens of their czbs. Shells, frem bullets to rockets, were
cooking off all up and down the convoy. NVi sappers were climbing atop
trucks, planting charges and firing down into the confused crowd of
truckers hiding in the grass across the road.

Christopher saw Reds being picked off the trucks with M-16's like

ducks in a shooting gallery. The road was littered with burning,

blasted corpses, flaming, twisted piles of steel and wreckage thet
had once been trucks, and dying men. .

Boy Henders, g 22-year-old trucker from Spertanburg, S.C. was & voluntser
machine gunner on another truck, 17th in the doomed convoye. The first
sign of trouble was a B-40 that hit inches behind the truck. Handers
and his buddy, Bob Sas, opened up with machine guns. Another rocket hit
the cab, wounding the driver and throwing him to the floorboards. The
huge truck lumbered out of control off the side of the road, sireaight

into the enemy guns.

With sickening feeling in his gut, Handers felt the rig start to flip
in the ditch, flinging him helpless to the wall like the roller coasters
he used to rids as a kid. She rolled, storded upside down in the grass
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Ambush Alley

forward, crushed to death uncer the cab. With his hands, Handers clawed
his leg frees It waan't broken.

In the roering, swirling battle Handers, light-headed with shock and
cut all over, wandered up forward. He heard a cry for help. The
driver was pinned in the cab. An NVA machine gun on the other side of
the truck, kept hin from trying to free the wounded man.

He started crawling around looking for a gun, enything he could use as
a weapon. There was a "plop" beside him, and Handers rolled without
looking to see what it was. It was a grenade. The frzgoent tore open
both his legs, threw him ten feet.

Reeling like a drunk, unable tc see anything except a spinning blur, he
steggered to his feet, tried to get back to his buddy in the cab. A
meroiful bleekness washed over him then. Roy Handers was out of the
W3 e

He woke in a hospital, hours later.

The tanks, APCs and helicopters and bombers finally got to them, pouring
a lge vengeanoe into the ambush forces along the road and driving them
off. Not without cost. Three truckers were dead, 22 wounded. Thirteen
trucks were totally destroyed, nine damagede.

Christopher, after the last of the wounded were flown out, stood up and
Jooked sround him at the carnage. At least, he thought, they named the
highway right. They called it "Ambush Alley".

(3)



TOUGH GaL CIELRS WAY FGR CONVOYS

By BOB CUTTS
S&S Ccrrespondent

QUI NHOM, Vietnam - Nancy is no lady, With.yellow snarling teeth and a
heart of plate armor, she makes life hell for the men who "court" her
every week in Amtush Alley.

Nancy!s a truck - standard Arrmy deuce-~and-a=half, but with scme extra
"optionals" you carn't get in a showrocm., Like five machine guns, ermor
plating, grenade launchers and radios,

Nancy and another truck just like her, both mounted with "quad 50"
turrets (afmored pods mounting four ,50 cal. machine guns under a

single gunner) are insurance policies for the trucks of the 8th Transe
portation Group - insurence against the kind of hijackers that would

gsend any teamster rumming for cover fast, but which are SOP fer 8th Group
truckers who run the daily convoys from Vietnam's central coast northwerd,
or up into the highlands,

Recently, the LO-truck convoy was hezded for Pleiku, making the long, long
run up Highway 19 - "Ambush Alley” -~ Wi th a load of highly explosive artile
lery rourds,

Nancy was last in line, with her fire team of machine-gun-pountéd joep axd
armored light weapons truck. Unexpectedly, the mortars hit - first they
bracketed the road, then scored a direct hit on the tractor-trailer just
ahead ~ all eight rear tires but the load was untouched and the GI piloting
her kept going on the rims,

That was Nancy!'s cue,

Sgbt. Jimmy Wood, team skipper, ordered Nancy's driver, Spec, 5 Dennis
Morningstar, to pull out arcund the convoy and head into the "kill zone?
to cover the trucks,

Spec. 4 Rudy Salinas, in the quad turret, openéd up, while Spec, 4 Jerry
Swick, dancing in the open, fed her bullets, It was tight-they could see
blasts ef smoke from the North Vietnamese gun muzzles, not 25 yards away in
the grass. Salimas' answering blast was a stunning roar of sound. But then
two of his ,50's jammed,

Wood opened up with his cabmounted M-60 machine gun, trying to stem the
tide of bullets, But it. jammed too. Just as he leaned down for his rifle,
a bullet smashed through the fire wall, spewing upward to clip him threugh
both legs, He was put out of action.

It was all in a day's work for the 8th Trans, The 8th biggest truck eutfit
in this half of the world,runs 120-truck convoys to both Pleiku, in the
highlands, and Bong Son, north of Group's Qui Nhon headquatters, every day,
With the deuces and 5-ton tracter-trailers, the 8th moves needed supplies—
2ocud 4,000 tons of them a day—ta the 4th Inf, Div,, ths 173rd Airtorne
Srigade, An Khe base camp, the Korean Tiger Div, znd tnre: soginesiing
groups; everything from beer te bombs,



CONVOYS GUARIET BY BOUNTY HUNTER

QUI NHON, RVN- To quell the threat of ambushed convoys along highways One and
19, the U.S. Ammy Support Command, Qi Nhon's 8th Transportation Group has
unleashed the "Bounty Hunter".

Armed with an M=-55 quad «50 caliber machine gun, the 5-ton cargo truck
"Bounty Hunter" hunts Viet Cong with 2,000 rounds per minute fire power

Manned by five 444th Transportation Company personnel the heavily armored
"Bounty Bunter" has protected Operation Frostbite convoys and resupply
operations to Dak To and Duc Fho. '

"We trained for two weeks with the 41st Artillery Battery near qui Khon.
After completion of the familiarization course, my gunner, cannoneers, and
assult driver were able to hit moving targets at 1,000 meters," U.S. Army
Sergeant Sammy T. Burgess relates. Sergeant Burgess is the "Bounty Hunter's"
tean leader.

To date, the "Bounty Bunter" and its Viet Cong stslking crew have not seen
eny trace of the enemy on their convoy escort missions.

“"Perhaps the awesome firepower of the 'Bounty Hunter' has given the Viet
Cong second thoughts about attacking 8th Transportstion Group convoys-to
often embattled Pleiku, An Khe, and Duc Pho," observed U.S. Army First
Iieutenant Panl A. Turzy. ILieutenant Turay is a convoy commander for the
444th Transportation Company and platoon leader for the "Bounty Hunter".

In addition to protecting convoys, the powerfully armed guntruck guards
the 8th Group Transportation perimeter.



FIX-ALL TRUCK SEDP

QUI NEON, RVii- "My jol encompasses all the headeches of a traffic cop,
a 24-hour mechsanic, and a notel mengger," sighed First Lieutenant Roger
F. Vollend.

Lieutenont Vollend is officer-in-charge of the 1st Logisticzal Cormmand's
520th Transportation Group. The 520th operates the An Khe Sub-Area
Comeand Trailer Transfer Point for conveys between Qui Nhon and Pleilm,

Anbushes and minings add to the normally hectic day of the 520th.

"At least once a day there is a crisis here .« « . a truck is disabled in
‘the infanous Mang Yang P2ss « « « a jeep is mined . . « the ineviteble
little mechenicel difficulties. So far we have been able to overcome everye-
thing thrown our way by fate and Charlie," observed Lieutenant Volland.

One hundred~eighty trailers can be parked and serviced in the 520th's
compound area. Maintenace operations are constantly performed cm the
spot to insure safety along Highways 1 and 19.

The 520th secures loose loads, changes flats and stocks commonly replaced
small parts for 211 convoy vehicles. At least 12 tires are changed daily
on 5-ton tractors and trailers. Over 600 load stablizations are performed
on 8th Transportation Group trailers monthly.

211 .of my men have been required to put in 20-hour éaye on many occasions.
At times the pressure gets so great we have to exist on Combat Rations. The
mess hall is just a block away, btut a block too far when Charlie lurks in
the pass,”" concluded Lieutenant Volland.



CRISIS / CHALIENGE / CONCEPT / CONQUEST
(The Story of 8th Transportation Group

Operations in the Republic of Vietnam)

By
COLOMEL JCE 0, BELLINO

Commanding Officer, Eth Trans Gp (»T)

In the dark drizzle of the dawn, Qui Nhon begins to wake,
Lambrettas, like so many scurrying beetles, appear on narrow, pot-holed
roads, Cone-hatted "mamasans” shuffle wearily through the morning mist,
battered cans of water dangling preceriously from each end of carrying
poles not unlike those used by their ancestors from centuries past,
Merchants wield straw brooms to sweep debris from the dirt stoops
of their shcps.

Farmers, working in tandem, pull effortlessly at the ropes from a
straw basket as they take water from one rice paddy to irrigate another,
Tt is 0600 hours, but the Sun still bas not made its appearance, as if
trying to steal just a precious bit more rest before begimning its
journey across the troubled country side of Vietnam,

But at a large military marshalling area nestled against a
mountain ridge on the western outskirts of the city, men are being
briefed, machines tuned, cargoes checked in a rash of feverish but
orderly activity that is common every morning of the year,

Convoys of the U, S. Army!s unique 8th Transportaticn Group
(Motor Transport) are readying to move out - to places like An Khe,
Dak To, Pleiku, Bong Son, Duc Pho and other exotic sounding locales,

To the men who call these remote dots on a battle-scarred map home,
the 8th Group is literally their life line,

Tn the last moments before the march units are formed up to go out
on the road, all of the security vehicles pass by the firing range
adjacent to the marshalling area, Here machine guns rattle in last
minute checks to insure that the men and their weapons are ready te do
their job,

Food to sustain them, ammunition to arm them, beer and soda pop to
cheer them - these are but a few of the cargoes carried forward daily
over guerilla-infested rosdways in support of the Army's mormoth effort
in Vietnam.



The Transportation Corps.is 2 relatively young service, It was not
at Bull Run with the Qusrtermoster. nor at San Juan Hill with the Cavalry,
or with the Infantry st Verdun, Although nct quite thirty years old, the
TC is carving out a ¢ zeeble churt of heritegs in Vietnam in one of the
proudest moments of iiz young life.

Indeed, what the 8th Group alone is doirg today in the jungles and
mountains of Vietrnam already is serving to drzstically reshape TC
doctrine, from unit organization to convoy mekeup, from tactics to
equipment utilization and develcpment,

Each one of the 600 - plus convoy personnel respcnsible for the
L25-l450 vehicles in convoy thot dry leaves with the lncwledge that
the enemy will try to kicp him zrom d3iivscing his caigoe Since
early Sentember of 1967. havdlw 2 day has ro:ced that ceme 8th Group
cenvoy has nct been plogued with =ither sniper [ire, vicm bridges,
mined roadways or artirives, And 50 sfzeriznce 213 four in oue day
has not teen the exnertim, In osder to keep the sw.ply pincline
full and give the taciinrl forces their neeled suppiles, eachi man must
deliver his share of spproximately 3000 tons per day and drive his
share of over 1,000,000 miles per month in spite of the many dangers.,

To understand why this situation exists, and what the men of the
Bth Group are dcing to cope with it mekes fascinating reading, It is
a story of the creztion of bold new methods, techniques znd doctrines
that zlready are being incorporated into lesson plans at the Army!s
Transpertation Schocl at Fort Eustis, Virginia, aad the Ccmbatb
Develcpment Command at Fort Belvoir, Virginia.

Muach hzs been said about the enery in Vietnam, Experience has
shown that the Viet Cong, and his slic*tly mcre professional counterpart,
the soldier of the North Vietnamese Arny, cre masters of guerilla warifare,
Their cunning is a legacy of the Viet-liinh fcrces that fought the French
fifteen years ago, and marmy of them can measure their own experience by
thet same number of years,

They hit and run, The enemy makes erpert use of cover and concealment,
Their patience yields surprise, and they pcssess the fire power to
derive the maximum shock valwe from their frenzied attacks., They are
indistinguishable from their peasant btrcthers who may be sympathetic
to the Allied cause., And they kncw ths 1zl and the wer-~for many have
been fighting it all their moture lives,

Their ambuches are extremely short in duraticn and charzclerized
by devestating firepower from szutomatic wezpons, rockets and massed
small arms. They are demolitican expsris, and can fashion a lethal
mine frem 2 dud bomb or mortar round, And the bamboc casing they like
to use cannct be detected by metal-sensing mine sweeping equipment,



Amid the hostilities, 8th Group ccnveys must remein rcad-bound,
Only two mzin highways are used ~ QL #1, running north and south,
stretches from Saigon 21l the way up the coast to Da Neng, and QL #19
begins in Qui Nhon and sprawls westward, over two mountain passes,
up over the Centrzl highiands Plateau, through Plesiku and on into
Cambodia,

These roads have lititle shoulder, They are flanked either by
rugged mountains, elephznt grass or marshy rice paddies, The American
is an alien, and he and his equipment are easily identified,

Because of enemy night time activities, the roads ars avail-
able to 8th Group vehicles during restricted hours, (QL #19 opens
westward from Qui Nhon at 0600, closes eastward frem Plcilu at 1515
and An Khe at 1700, QL #1 opens north bound from Qui Mion at 0715 and
closes south bound from Bong Son at 1600.) An additional ccnsideraticn
is that convoys carry, among other things, large quantities of
armunition and petroleum products, including the highly flammable
MoGes and AvGas,

This appears to be a situaticn where a skillful, dedicated cnemy
sets prey on 2 "helpless" and vulnerable convoy.

But are these conveys truly helpless? "Not hardly," as the GI!s
say, Not any more.

On 2 September 1967 a convoy of two and one ha2lf ton cafgo trucks
from the 8th Groupt!s Shth Battalion was returning in the late afternoon
from Pleiku, At a point about eight miles west of An Xhe, the convoy
was savegely hit by a lerge VC force, In a brief but furlous action,
the ambushers killed eight drivers, wounded nineteen mcre, destroyed
twelve vehicles and damaged eighnteen, It was a decisive VC victery.
Not a single attacker was killed. It was 2ll tco reminiscent of the
fate of the French convoys in their struggle against Viet-Minh forces
for the control of Indo-China,

It also marked the beginning of an all-out enemy effort to close
QL #19 end sever the Allied supply line westward.,

Since this initial ambush, the VC have sprung many similar traps,
They continually have sniped at convoy vehicles, particularly "strogglerst
who have suffered minor roedway maintenonce problems,

Mines are znother hagard tc the roadways, Sometimes as mony as
a half dozen will be planted in a hundred-meter stretch of road--
presenting 2s much a danger to civilian trucks and btuses as military
vehicles,

And finally, the W have made a determined effort to blow vital
bridges and culverts (there is an average cf cne every three miles
between Qui Nhon and Pleiku; two per mile between Qui Nhon and Chu Lai),
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The VC have been frustrated in their efforts to halt, or even
disrupt convoy operations. Not only frustrated, but hurt, For the
8th CGroup has develcped countermeasures that have enabled troops not
only to survive the withering fire of these ambushers, but to lay down
a superior barrage of fire in return, Convoys aren't just sitting
ducks anymcre, They have evolved into moving task forces, able to
do more than take it, to dish it out as well.

The key is the HARDENED CONVOY CCNCEPT, developed at 8th Group
Headquarters solely for operations in a guerilla war.

"This concept," says Captain James Williams of the Group Operations
Staff, "is dynamic and revolutionary, Tt has made 'Charlie? think
twice before hitting us, and suffer the consequences when he does."

This feeling is echoed by the "road managers ," usually lieutenants,
who serve as convoy commanders and are responsible far the actual
operation of the convoys on the highway.,

"My lieutenants now feel like they have an attack, not just
transport capability," says Captain Jack Coleman, whose 597th Trans
Company was the first medium truck company jn the Central Highlands,
"This HARDENED CONCEPT will play a vitally important transportation
role in all future wars of this type."

The HARDENED CONCEPT is, in essence, nothing more than a formatione-
an order of march—-utilizing special communications and armor plated
equipment for control purposes and fire power, The result ties
together, greater than ever before, all elements of the march force with
the security forces in the area, as well as Group and Battalion units,

8th Group convoys run in serials, appraximately five minutes apart,
made up of from thirty to thirty-five task vehicles. At the front of
each ten to fifteen vehicle march units is a quarter=ton truck, equipped
with radio and staffed with a drivoxy and officoxr or NOO who carries a
combination of weapwiniS, and a machine gunner who operates a pedestal

mounted antomatic weapon,

To the rear of this "gun jeep" is placed a +wo and one half ton
truck that is armor plated, sand bagged and staffed with a driver,
assistent driver, and, a crew in the bed operating a combination of
weapons, These armored "deuce and a halfts" are considered a temporary
measure, however, until the Commando Armored Car, V-100, can be obtained.

Midway between the ten or so task vehicles that follow the two
lead trucks is a veritable "smoke bringer" that instills more fear
into the hearts of potential VC attackers than any other single piece
of equipment in convoy-~the five ton truck-mounted Quad Fiflty weapons
system, These Quad Fifties provide an enormous base of fire power
with their four electrically opersted ,50 caliber machine guns capable
of firing ever 2000 rounds per minute, The Quad Fifty wvehicle 1s also
equipped with a radio capability.
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Following at the rear of the serial is another two and one half
ton "gun truck," followed by a "gun jeep" identical to the one in the
lead, . These two vehicles have the special task of policing up breakdowns,
either repairing them on the spot or assisting them, by an old-fashioned
push if necesznr, to a secure area where they can be left to be retrieved

by wrecker or a Truck with tow bar,

The 8th Group has bcan testing two experimental self-loading Conex
Transporters whith have vroven to be invnluable in recovery operations,
No brezlkdcm siiiation has been encourvered which these Conex Transporters

cannot casily handie,
Each following march unit is identical to the first,

It should b2 noted that to implemert this life-saving, enemy=-
punishing HARLZICED CONVOY CCNCEFT, 3t is necessary o commit approxi-
mately 1% of %he 8th Grouv:'s msn znc wachines for sezirity purposese

The concept once again points ouvt the American soldier!s
flexibility, including his ability to take a problem, =ialyze it,
develop =cme pnssible solutionz, chocse the best one, a1l implement
it into a plzn of action,

Of course, all this would not be possible without the capable
performence of that man so easily forgotien-~the timick driver. The
life of a driver in' 8th Group revolves zrcrnd his s:~-nom' sleep cycle,
Seven d2yrs per weck, after six h-urs slecp, 2 d»iver sponls fourteen to
sixteer Louvrs per cday behind the wmheel of Lis trueik or porlorsing
driver meintenzrce on it., These drivers zre &2 mermel, Asd they are
remarkatiy professional,

Experience has taught them to be wary of an ambush, In particular,
they ke2p an eye out for:

1. Changes in village makeup and activity

2, Absence of people on the streets

3. Gatherings of unusual looking people

Lk, Mining incidents

Se Sniper fire

6, Wires across the highway

7. Objects in or along the road

These drivers are briefed each mortring on the life-saving necessity
of keeping a minimum one hundred meter interval in convoy, driving out
of an ambush kill zone if ceught in it, getting theiz trucks off the road
if disabled so others can pass, halting and dismounting if they are not -

yet in a kill zone, tracking the wvehicle in front of them to awvoid mines,
wearing their flak gear and pots at all times, and on... amd on... 2d on,



This information soon becomes second nature to the experienced driver,
and since that ill-fated 2 September ambush many a life—and truck-—has been
saved, .

It is significant, of course, that a driver, unlike an infantrymen, is,
by the very nature of his mission, inherently on the defensive, The driver/
soldier in the 8th Group is trained, equipped and motivated to insure that
maximum utilization is made of his vehicle and time, The mission is to provide
a service of providing effickent, effective highway transport df- goddsforwerd,
Despite the circumstances, morale never has been higher, The drivers & gunners
take a lot of pride in the fact that although the NVA & VC have the element of
suprise in an ambush, they are increasingly coming out on the short end of their
encounters with the convoy.

A "running score" for the period follewing the disastrous 2 September 1967
ambush through 2 September 1968 shows the following:

36 ambushes

38 convoy persomel KHA

204 convoy personnel WHA

116 knc‘mt; enemy KIA

15 known enemy WIA

287 vehicles destroyed or seriously damaged.

If the enemy activity is the most critical and costly constraint on 8th
Group convoy operations, it certainly is not the only one,

There is, for instance, a serious lack of Material Handling Equipment, so
that customer off loading (especially in the most formard areas) is often pain-
fully time consuming. Because of the road closing times, the off loading
problem often results in a requirement for vehicles to RON (Remain Over Night).
To adjust for this, the cargo capacity of the vehicles remaining overnight mst
be deducted from the potential capacity of the Group fleet the next morning.

Though the highway from Qui Nhon as far west on LG #19 as Pleiku has been
paved, the bulk of the road net in the 8th Group Area of Operations is still in
poor repair, An immediate result is unusually demanding maintenance problems,
The steep grades' encountered at the An Khe and Mang Giang Passes are also rough
on task vehicles, especially when, more often than net, they are loaded beyond
their capacity. ,

Weather places more restrictions on convoy operations, The Monsoon Season
not only makes for super-slick road surfaces, but the heavy rains often wash
out bridges and culverts, Depending on the damage, Engineers require from three
hours to three days to make the necessary repaire,

Paradoxically, during the dry season, the dust is so great that driver
vision is often, and quite literally, reduced to only a few feet. Dust and mud
also cause obvious maintenance problems,



The Vietnamese people themselves pose yet another prok’em. They still
have nct learned how to live with traffic, and it is not at 2ll unusual for
"papasan","Mamasan! "babysan" or all three to stroll directly in front of a
lumbering five ton tractor pulling a trailer loaded with 30,000 pounds of
cement., So the driver must not only be alert for "Charlie," but for his peasant

"eousins®.

Movement planning, or more accurately, the almost total lack of it means
that priorities can, and often do, change right up to IP (Departure) time,
This creates obvious problems and confusion that can only be .corrected when
a systen of programming and prdcrities can be instituted,

Ccrmunicotions, vital to any itilitary operaticn, oftum are anrxled with-

an the Group's area of operaticns. Group customers are diverse, including the
ist Cavalry Division and the Americal Division. Yet, thouugh operating in the
inter-division theater, only battalion-sized signal equipment is authorizec,

What the 8th Transportation Group is doing then, is pioneering. Faced
with unprecedented problems, for which there are no ready-made, experience-
tested answers, personnel are having, literally, to field the problems as they
come, These decisions are writing a bold new chapter in Transportation Corps

history,

The Group makes special use ~f the experience of others. Accounts of the
experience of the French, the Red Ball Express in WW II as well as "Lessons
Learned” by current operating experience are primers for the officers and men
alike,

LTC John H. Burke, the Executive Officer of-the 8th Group (he at one tige
commanded the Group's 124th Battalion in Pleiku), summed it up this way:

"There are no solutions in the Transportation School's text books to the
challenges we're facing here. What we're doing, then, is really quite simple,
We're just writing a new textbook,  Our own!!"

To the military planner, the real significence of what the 8th Group is
doing lies in the fact that the weather, terrain and political climate in much
of the world closely resembles that found in Vietnam, If we are to be prepared
to wage war and logistically support our forces under these conditions we must
develop the material, personnel and systems best suited to the environment,

The 8th Group is doing exactly that every day that the "Truck-Master" shouts
the start of conwys and the first truck rolls out on to the highway,
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il .GUN JEEP OF THE 8TH GROUP IS TIIZ M1S1, % TON TRUCK. A NORML CR® CONSISTS OF .. DRIVER, GUN.ER, .lD

VEHICLE COMMJIDER. THii GUNHER SITS ON A SPCLL R.ISA) SsiT CONTROILING A M6O NCHINE GUM. THI VEHICLE
COuiAlIDEER, TW LDDITION TO HIS hl6 E.PID FINTNG RIFLE, C.RRI.LS .. 179 GRu DE L.JUNCH:R.



3/ TOH GUN TRUCK
TUE 3/} TOM ARMCRED TRUCK IS USED AS AN AIMINISTRATIVE VEHICLE, ege, MAIL RUNS, PIRSOMWEL SHUTTLE,
etce, AT MIGHT AWD IN INSECURE ARE.S.
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UGAMBLERS"
IYPICAL 8TH GROUP 2 % TON GUN TRUCK WITH ARMORED PLATING. THIS VEIICLE HAS SANDBAGGED FLOORS, 2 PEDESTAL-
MOUNTED M60 MACHINE GUNS WITH SANDBAGGED EMPLACEMENTS FOR ADDED PROTECTICH » AND A W79 GILNADIER. THE
VEHICLE COM<ANDER CONTROLS THE ViHICLE FRO{ HIS RING-MOUNTWD 50 CAL MACHINZ GUN.
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"HANCYM
2 % TOH M35A2 TRUCK CARGO, MOUNTED WITH QUAD 50 MACHINE GUN, COUSISTS OF ly 50 CAIL GUNS CAPABLE OF
FIRING INDIVIDUALLY, IN PAIRS, OR ALL FOUR AT ONE TLIE. THE VEHICLE COMMANDER OPSRATES A M6O WACHINE
GUN AND IS BQUIPPED WITH A M79 GRENADE LAUNCHER.
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THE "BIG KAHUNAM

A M52, 5 UGN TRUCK, MOUNTED WIiH THE STRIPPED DOWN HULL OF /N AKMORED PERSCNWEL CLRRISR. THIS THIRD G-
SRATION OF 8TH GROUP HARDENED VEHICLES WAS BORN OUT OF THE NiCESSITY OF FINDING 4 WAY Tu R@PLACE THS LIBGOR

VLATSD VEHICLES DiSTROYED DURING 4 PERIOD IN WHICH THERE WAS NO .VAILABLE STEEL FLLTZ IN THi SUPPLY SYST®M,
THE BIG KAHUNA JS ARMED WITH TWO M6O HiCHINE GUWS, ONE 50 CALIBER MACHINE GUN AND GNE M79 GRENLDE LLUNCHER.
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GJIER T.Jldiar ‘
A 2,500 GALON, LLL-TERUIN, LLL-IATHER AMPHIBIOUS FUCL TWNKsR USED IN PROVIDING DIRCYT SUPPORT TO LTH
TRNTRY DIVISION UIITS I Din T0, KOifTUw, LMD B LE THUOT.
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BIG "%
8TH OROUP IS CONDUCTING, FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ARwY, THE SERVICE TEST OF THiS CONEX TRANSPORTER., THE
WO EXPERIMINTAL MOIELS ARE UTILIZED IN DUTY OPERACIONS AND REPORTS ARE R&ENDERED PiRIODICLLLY TO AMC. IN
ADDITION 10 THiIR PRIMARY PUR.QSE AS A CONEX TR NSPORTER, THE ViHICLE IS OUTSTANDING 4S A RETRILVSR OF
DIS/ABLED VEHICLLS, ESPECLALLY IF THE RETRILVLLL OPRATIGN MUST BE CONDUCTED IN A RICK PLDDY ENVIRONMANT. .
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| BRIDGE ILL:3'TRUYED )

BRIDGE /LOIG ROUTE DUSTROYED BY WliE.Y HOSTILE ACTICH. WHMTHER MiEMY HOSTILE .CYTG! OR RiI{ FLOODS,

WHEH i BRIDOR GUES OUT ALL CMVOYS ARE HELD-UP UNTIL U,.S. AIMY ENGINEZERS: CAN RuiiIR THE DiiwGid OR
CONSTRUCT A BY-PiSS, THiERE RS NO ALTERN.TE ROUTES.
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AN KIE PASS
CLOSE-UP VIEW OF ROADSIDE FOLTAGE THROUGH AN KHE PASS.



DECIEBER 1967 |

e 1968 |
M O 1968 L
FEERUARY 1968
SEPTEMBER 1967

HOVEMBER 1967

. ANBUSH ..LLEY
AHOTHER PORTIN OF 1) BEIWESN AN KHE AND MANG GILANG PiSS. IN THE 2 mILES REPRESENTED IN THIS ABRILL PHOTO
THEWE FAVS BEMN 6 ZiaBUSHES ON 8TH GROU» © 3HVOYS IN THE %ST 11 mON1HS., NOIT TIE JiBL LOJLCENT TO Tii ROLD

WHICH H.S BiiN CL3AILD BY RUME »YLOW. -



FEBRUAITY
AUGUST
AUGUST
MARCIL

FEBRUARY

AUGUST

JINULRY
JANULRY
MAICH

JAHUARY

SEPTEMBER

AMBUSH ALLEY
THIS 3 MILE STRETCH OF ROAD APPROACHING THE BASE OF MANG GIANG PASS, IS THE MOST DANGEROUS PORTION OF
THE ROUTS FROM QUI NHON T0 PLEIKU, THERE HAVE BEEN 11 AMBUSHES &N 8TH GROUP CONVOYS IN THE PAST 11 MGNTHS.



Aerial view of a road network in the Central Highlands




MilG GLNG PSS
AERLL VIEW OF iiihG GLJIG PASS LOOKING WEST FROM Al KHI TO PLEIKU., THIS 3 MIL: STEEP GRLDE IS HBLVILY
WOODED ON BOTH SIDES OF THE RQ.D .ND IS P.RTICULARLY VUINZR.BLE TO HOSTILis T:lY [TT.CKS.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY SUPPORT CCiMA¥D, QUI NHCK
AP0 9€238
AVCA QN-CO 12 Arril 1968

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Presidential Unit Citation Army)

THRU: Commanding General
1st Logistical Command
APO 96384

T0: Commanding General

United States Army Vietnam
ATTN: AVHAG-PD
APO 96375

1. In accordance with paragrarh 6, USARV Reg 672-3, it is recommended
that the Presidential Unit Citation (Army) be awarded to the 8th Trans-
portation Group (Motor Transport) and attached units for extraordinary
heroism in action against an armed enemy while in support of military
operations in the Republic of Vietnam during the period 2 September 1967
through 31 March 1968. The 8th Transportation Group (Motor Transport)
and attached units have displayed such gallantry, determination, and
esprit de carps in accomplishing their mission under extremely difficult
and hazardous conditions as to set them apart and above other units per-
forming a like mission within the theater.

2. During the cited period, despite the extreme hazards resulting from
direct enemy action, the 8th Transportation Group (Motor Transport) and
attached units accomplished their assigned combat support and combat
service support mission of line haul to front line forces in the face
of daily interdiction of lines of communication by enemy ambush, mines
and sniper firing. Constantly aware of the dependency of the tactical
forces upon the cargo moved forward, the officers and men of assigned
and attached units risked danger of death and injury to tramsport the
‘necessary material and equipment over insecure and enemy infested roads,
in the I and II Corps areas, encompassing the vital coastal and highland
regions of South Vietnam.

3. The ferocity of the enemy activity, which during the period resulted
in 23 KIA, 103 WIA, and 161 vehicles damaged and/or destroyed, did not
lessen the morale and desire of the men of 8th Group to succeed. On



AVCA QN-CO 12 April 1968
SUBJECT: Recommendation for Presidential Unit Citatlion Army)

the contrary, the intensity of the enemy's acts has had the effect of join-
ing the members of the command into 2 single will to accomplish the mission
regardless of the odds or dangers involved. It has, to guote General

Creighton W. Abrams, made "frustrated tankers" out of the 8th Group truckers
The state of morale of the individual soldier and the ssprit de corps of the

£ R 3

unit is best exemplified by the remark mede in a letiter frcm the Chiefl of

Chaplains (Major General) Sampscn tc the Comrandling (Ifiger of the 3th - .7
following his visit to the unit - "I citled +he Decization Ceremony of the
8th Group Chapel to the G-1 (DCSFER) Cerferemce 23 a zighlight °2f =v --

East trip and a proof of high morale.” The bravery apd hercism of <the “rucr
ers has earned them the unprecedented number, for a logistical unit, of 10
Bronze Star Medals with "V" device, 18 Army Commendation Medals with "V"
device and 92 Purple Hearts. Pending are recommendations for 5 Bronze Star
Medals with "V" device, 15 Army Commendation Medals with """ device and 14
Purple Hearts.

L. Following the ambush of an 8th Group convoy returning to Qui Nhen frem
Pleiku on 2 September 1967, in which the Group suffared 7 KIA, 17 WIA, and
30 vehicles damaged/destroyed, a dramatic change in operations has taken
place resulting in new methods, techniques and doctrine for the operaiicx
of logistical convoys in a theater of operatioms. The "Hardened Vehicle
Concept" of providing convoy security from within was formulated and im-
plemented by the Group. This concept provides rapid and heavy retallatory
fire within the critical first three to five minutes of an ambush, which
cannot be obtained within the necessary time frame from tactical forces
located at strong points along the MSR. The success of this conecept can
be judged from the results of succeeding embushes. For example, the am-
bush of 24 November 1967 resultec in emexmy lcsses of 42 £IA, 4 WIA/PCH
while 8th Group personnel suffersd 3 KIA and WIA. On 4 December 1967,

an ambush resulted in enemy losses of 13 KIA and 2 WIA while 8th Grougz
personnel suffered 1 KIA and 8 WIA.

5. Basically, the concept calls for cne radio jeep with }-€0 machine gun
mounted and one "hardened," armor plaied, 2% ten or 5 tcn cargo vehicle
armed with two M-60 machine guns and one #-79 for every tem (10) task
vehicles. In addition, one quad fifty gun mounted on a cargo vehicle is
provided for each march unit. PRC 25 radios are placed in the gun trucks
to allow the convoy commander control in the event of an ambush. Recenily
ring mounted 50 caliber machine guns have been disrersed throughcut tzs
convoy on task vehicles. The "hardexing” of fll [eers end the armor pl--
ting of the doors of the cabs of task vehicles is contemplated in the
final plan. This totally new concept, a first in transportation histery,
has been recommend as doctrine at the United States Army Transportation
School by Brigadier General Jack C. Fuson, Director of Transportation.
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6. ing the cited period, assigned/attached units of this command en-
gaged in Operations Francis Marion, McArthur, Patrick, Wheeler Wollows,
Dazzelem, Pershing, Walker and Maeng-Ho 9 and 10. In addition to cargo
moved, the Group engaged in moves involving units of the 4th Infantry
Division and 1st Cavalry Division, the 173rd Airborne Brigade and the 5th
Special Forces Grour. The entire 11th Light Infantry Brigade was also
moved upon its arrival in country, from Qui Nhon Port to Duc Pho. The
move involved approximately 1170 vehicles, 1200 troops and 4465 short tons
a distance of 83 miles. Units of the Group provided command, control and
security for the convoys ranging in size from 150 to 270 vehicles daily.
Following the move, the Americal Division Commander, Major General S.W.
Koster, stated in a letter of commendation to the Commanding Officer of
the 8th Group, that the operation conducted by the 8th Trans Group was tke
most professional transportation job he had witnessed in his military
career. Also, lines of communication (LOC) were extended during the
period West and North to Dak To and Polei Kleng, North to Duc Pho and
South to Tuy Hoa, resulting in the Group providing the longest Line of
Communication in the theater.

7. It was during the cited pericd that 8th Group supported the beleaguered
tactical force during the Battle of Dak To. The achievements of the of-
ficers and men of the command during that all important battle brought
praise from the tactical commanders ccncerned, to include General
Westmoreland.

8. Facing condiiions never experienced by a Transportation Truck Unit,
the command moved 597,572 short tons of cargo and 4,455,170 gallons of
POL and transported 21,415 personnel over 7,331,924 miles during the cited
period. Majcr General W.R. Peers, Commanding General, Fourth Infantry
Division in a letter of commundation stated that the rapid aggressive
reaction of the 8th Group truckers during an ambush undoubtedly reduced
the number of casualties and also enabled the reaction forces to flank
and engage the enemy. LTC R.L. Runkle, Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion
5th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), stated that, in the ambush
of 4 December, three enemy assaults were, "rerulsed because of determina-
tion and bravery of each individual driver to stand and fight." He equated
their coolness under fire to that of seasoned combat troops. On 16 Novem-
ber 1967, Lieutenant General Rosson, Commanding General of 1st Field Force
Vietnam stated to the Commanding General, Qui Nhon Support Comman? that
"these 8th Group truckers are the unsung heroes of the war." In spite

of the daily exposure to possible ambush the morale of these dedicated
truckers socared and each daily convoy run was regarded as an individual
challenge.

9. The "Frustrated Tankers" of the 8th Group also performed, in a dual
role as infantry. Battalions of the Group conducted ambush patrols on a
nightly basis and provided listening posts with a force of twelve men
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men ranging 2-5 miles from base camps as part of the overall defense
sector plan. These elements have engaged enemy forces ranging in size
fram 30-100 men resulting in enemy KIA/WIA and the capture of supplies
and equipment.

10. Spurred on by the knowledge of their tremendous contribution to the
war effort, the officers and men of the 8th Tranmsportation Group (Motor
Transport) continued to push forward through the endless obstacles of
enemy action, terrain and weather to accomplish their mission. Service
with confidence; support without equal, the 8th Transportation Group
(Motor Transport) and attached units have proven that they are highly
deserving of the Presidential Unit Citation (Army).
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HHD, 8th Trans Gp (MT)
APO 96238

HHD, 27th Trans Bn(Trk)
AP0 96238

2nd Trans Co (MdmTrk)
APO 96238

58th Trans Co (LtTrk)
AP0 96238

444th Trans Co (LtTrk)
APO 96238

585th Trans Co (MdmTrk)
APO 96238

597th Trans Co (MdmTrk)
APO 96238

505th Trans Det (TTP)
APO 96238

HHD, 54th Trans Bn(Trk)
APO 96238

57th Trans Co (LtTrk)
APO 96238

512th Trans Co (LtTrk)
APO 96238

523rd Trans Co LtTrk)
APO 96238

666th Trans Co (LtTrk)
APO 96238

669th Trans Co (LtTrk)
AP0 96238

HED, 124th Trans Bn(Trk)
AP0 96318

64th Trans Co (MdmTrk)
AP0 96318

LIST OF ASSIGNED UNITS

PERIOD

190¢ct66 - PRESENT
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (MOTCR TRANSPORT
APO 96238

AVCA QN-TG 18 December 1967

SUBJECT: Lieutenant General Rosscn's Remarks, 16 December 1967

TO: Commanding Officer
Attached Units
8th Transportation Group (MT)
APO 96238

1. At a briefing of the Commanding General IFFV on 16 December 1967
a detailed discussion took place on the subject of convoy operations and
convoy security. In the course of the discussion Liesutenant General Rosson
stated, "these 8th Group truckers are the unsung herces of this war." He
went on to remark specifically that our record in the 24 November 1967 and
4 December 1967 ambushes was outstanding. He also said that our successful
carrying of cargo on a daily basis over routes 1 & 19, right thru enemy
territory, was the best indication of the progress we are making to win
the war.

2. In thanking Brigadier General McBride for the ocutstanding logis-
tical support rendered by US Army Support Cormand, Qui Nhon, LTG Rosson
asked that his commendation be passed down to the individual soldier.

3. Please insure that General Rosson's desires in this matter are
carried out.

/s/ Joe 0. Bellino
TEL: Phu Thanh 775 /t/ JOE 0. BELLINO
Colonel, TC

Commanding

"A TRUE COPI™
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AVCA QN-CG (29 Dec 67)
SUBJECT: Letter of Appreciation

HRADQUARTERS, US ARMY SUPPORT COMMAND, QUI NHON, APO 96238, 17 Jan €8
TO0: Commanding Officer, gth Transportatlon Group, APO 96238

I certainly agree with all the complimentary remarks made by Major
General Koster. FPlease also accept Iy appreciation for yet another job
well done.

/s/ George E. McBride

/t/ GEORGE H. McBRIDE
Brigadier General, USA
Commanding

ny TRUE COPY"




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (MOTOR TRANSPORT)
APO 96238

SUBJECT: Support of Combat Operations

1. Operation MacArthur - A 4th Division operation conducted
in the Central Highlands.

2. Operation Francis Marion - A 4th Division operation conducted
in the Central Highlands.

3. Operation Patrick - A 4th Division operation conducted in
Quang Ngal Province.

4. Operation Wheeler Wollowa - An Americal Division operation
conducted in I Corps Area,

5. Operation Dazzelem - A 1st Air Cavalry Division operation
conducted in the An Khe area.

6. Operation Pershing - A 1st Air Cavalry Division operation
conducted in Binh Dinh Province and Bong Son Plain.

7. Operation Walker - A 4th Division operation conducted in
the Bong Son Plain.

8. Operation Maeng-Ho 10 - A Tiger Division (ROK) operation on
the Go Boi Plain.

9. Operation Maeng-Ho 9 - A Tiger Division (ROK) operation in
Binh Dinh Province.



LIST OF INDIVIDUAL AWARDS
SILVER STAR MEDAL

NAME /RANK STATUS

1LT WILSON, DAVID R PENDING
SSG VAZQUEZ, JUAN F PENDING
SP, MILLHOFER, FREDERICK PENDING

BEONZE STAR MEDAL WITH "V" DEVICE

COL BELLINO, JOE 0 AWARDED
CPT COLEMAN, JACK W AWARDED
1LT BRINK, DAVID E AWARDED
2LT PANAGIS, ANDREW J AWARDED
2LT SHTELDS, LEONARD J PENDING
SGT BELCASTRO, DENNIS J AWARDED
SP5 TREVINO, RAYMONDO L AWARDED
SP, HARDESTY, ROBERT W AWARDED
SP/, HENSINGER, ARTHUR J PENDING
SP/, MEREDITH, LARRY D AWARTED
SP/, METCALF, CHABLES E PENDING
SP, WOOD, STEPHEN P PENDING
PFC SAS, ROBERT PENDING
PFC TIDWELL, JIMMY AWARDED
PVT FOWLKE, ERNEST W AWARDED

ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL WITH "V® DEVICE

1LT PURVIS, JAMES P AWARDED
1LT STEEL, JAMES R AWARDED
1LT TILLOTSON, RICHARD J AWARDED
2LT LYON, JOSEFH AWARDED
2LT STEGMAYER, PAUL J PENDING
SGM PROCTOR, R.K. SR. AWARDED
SFC WILLHITE, GEORGE F AWARDED
SSG WILLIAMS, JOHN F AWARDED
SGT EERNO, DOUGLAS G AWARDED
SGT CHRISTOPHER, JERRY W AWARDED
SGT SCHROEDER, LAWRENCE AWARDED
SGT SNOOK, RANDY L PENDING
SP5 HAFERKAMP, GERALD AWARDED
SP5 MCPHERSON, LESLIE AWARDED
SP/, FOSTER, JOSEPH AWARDED
SP/, LEMAR, LONNIE G AWARDED
SP/, PERNO, ERNEST S PENDING
PFC HALFORD, EDWARD G AWARDED
PFC HINES, JUERGEN AWARDED
PFC MUNSON, ALVIN J AWARDED
PFC ROZNOWSKI, STEPHEN N PENDING
PFC UTZ, LLOYD AWARDED

PVT BOYD, JAMES A PENDING



LIST OF I:DTT1DUAL aWARDS COi'i

PURPLE [iEART
NALE, RANE STATUS
CPT COLEMAN, JACK W AWARDED
CPT COLB4Al, JACK W FEIDILG
1LT WILSON, DAVID W AWARDED
2LT PANAGIS, ANIREW AWARDED
2LT STEGMAYER, PAUL J PE:DILG
1SG DAVIS, JESS W AWARDED
SSG AVANT, JAMES AWARDED
SSG COLLINS, CLAUIE L AWARDED
SGT BELCASTRO, DENNIS J AWARDED
SGT ORR, JAMES 0 AWARDED
SP5 BROWH, EVERETT AWARDED
SP5 CONNOR, ALTON PENDING
SP5 DILLAHAY, ROBERT F AWARDED
SP5 FRAZER, RAYMOND AWARDED
SP5 HILL, TOMMY AWARDED
SP5 JACKSON, JIMMIE AWARDED
SP5 KLINE, KENNETH J AWARDED
SP5 LINDSAY, LAWRENCE E III AWARDED
SP5 MILLIGAN, AUTRY AWARDED
SP5 PARKER, WILLTIAM AWARDED
SP5 QUICK, PETE A AWARDED
SP5 RAYBURN, JIMMY AWARDED
SP5 REYNOLDS, . MICHAEL AWARDED
SP/ BALL, GIPSEY. AVARDED
SP/, BEDOLLA, JOSEPH AWARDED
SP/, BERSET, JAMES AWARDED
SP/, BEUKEMA, RICHARD AWARDED
SP/ BORASKI, JOHN W AWARDED
SP/, BOALMANN, BRUCE L AWARDED
SP/, CAPPOLLONI, DENNIS AWARDED
SP/, CELESTINO, JAMES A AWARDED
SP/, CONN, STEVE J AWARDED
SP, CURRY, EUGENE ANARDED
SP/, CZERWINSKT, FRANK F AWARDED
SP/, EVANS, ROEERT L AWARDED
SP/, FARLEY, ARTHUR L AWARDED
SP/ FASIG, GARY W PENDING
SP/, FOSTER, JOSEPH AMARDED
SP/, GIROUX, FRANK W - AWARDED
SP/, GREENE, LAWRENCE AWARDED
SP/, GUNTER, WILLIAM AWARDED
SP/, HARKES, MICHAEL J AWARDED
SP/, HARDESTY, ROBERT W AWARDED
SP/, HENSINGER, ARTHUR J AWARDED



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (MOTOR TRANSPORT)
AP0 96238

AVCA QN-TG 2 December 1967
SUBJECT: General Westmoreland's Remarks at DaK To, 1 December 1967

TO: Commanding Officers
All attached Units
8th Transportation Group (MT)
AP0 96238

1. I have just returned from Dek To where I had the pleasure of
attending a conference of major commanders whose units were involved in
the Battle of Dak To.

2. General Westmoreland paid praise to the commanders of all the
tactical forces committed, US and South Vietnamese. He especially noted
that his remarks were directed to the battalion, company and platoon
commanders. He then addressed General McBride by name and paid him the
highest praise for the outstanding support rendered by Qui Nhon Support
Command, particularly for the outstanding job done by the transportation
truckers who kept the supplies coming so that the combat troops could
keep pressure on the enemy.

3. In an earlier conversation General Westmoreland remarked that
his Deputy, General Abrams, said "the 8th Group truckers who were am-
bushed near Pleiku on 2/ November 1967, were a bunch of frustrated
tankers"”. There is no higher compliment that an ex-tanker commander
could pay another soldier.

4. 1 congratulate each of you for your contribution towards the
laudatory remarks made by Generals Westmoreland and Abrams.

/s/ Joe O. Bellino
TEL: PT 775 /t/ JOE O. BELLINO
Colonel, TC
Commanding



HEADQUARTERS
1ST BATTALICN, 5TH CAVALRY
1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRMOBILE)
APO San Francisco, California 96490

AVDAIA 6 Decemce: 1967

SUBJECT: Letter of Commendation

THRU: Commanding Officer
54th Transportation Battalion
APO 96238

T0: Commanding Officer
669th Transportation Company
APO 96238

1. I wish to take this opportunity to commend the officers and men of
the convoy from your unit that was ambusbed 4 December 1967, west of AN KHE
on highway 19.

2. The ambush was sprung by an estimated company size unit of NVA.
Imnediately after the lead vehicle was fired upon, the men at the head of
the convoy returned determined and accurate suppressive fire at the enemy.
Five minutes later the enemy made a strike near the center of the convoy
with a charging assault. Alert and prepared to defend and protect the con-
voy, the men in this area met the NVA with a heavy volume of fire which
broke up the assault. Still a third assault occurred three minutes later
that too was repulsed because of the determination and bravery of each in-
dividual to stand and fight.

3. To each phase of the ambush a timely, courageous and forceful
reaction was taken. The men displayed a coolness under fire equal to that
of seasoned combat soldiers and their quick reactions precluded seriocus
losses to the unit.

4. Again, I wish to commend all the men in the convoy for a profes-
sional job well done.

/8/ Robert L Runkle

/t/ ROBERT L RUNKLE
LTC, Infantry
Commanding




LIST OF INDIVIDUAL AWARDS CON'T

PURPLE HEART
NAME /RANK STATUS
SP, HILL, JAMES L AWARDED
SP/, HOPSON, JOHN R PENDING
SP4 HUNT, DOUGLAS R PENDING
SP, INGRAM, BILLIE R AWARDED
SP/ LOGSDON, BOB L AWARDED
SP/, MACE, ROBERT D AWARDED
SP, MAPLES, HAROLD R AWARDED
SP/, METCALF, CHARLES E AWARDED
SP/, MILLHOFER, FREDERICK AWARTED
SP/, MONDAY, CLAY R AWARDED
SP/, NILAND, DANIEL T PENDING
SP/, OSBORN, JAMES R AWARDED
SP/, PINTO, CARMEN AWARDED
SP, POLLOCK, KENNETH AWARDED
SP,, PRICKETT, JOEN J AWARDED
SP/, PRINGLE, FRED H AWARDED
SP/, RAKES, LARRY AVARDED
SP/, SANDERS, ROY A AWARDED
SP/ SNYDER, RONALD L AWARDED
SP,, STAHLIN, KENNETH R AWARDED
SP/, STEPHENS, WILLIE AWARDED
SP/, STEVENSON, JERRY J AWARDED
SP4 TILLOTSON, RUSSEL A JR AWARDED
SP/, TURNER, JAMES A AWARDED
SP/ VAN HORN, GARY R PENDING
SP/ VAUGHT, ROBERT C AWARDED
SP/, VAUGHN, LINWOOD C AWARDED
SP/, WILHEIM, HERBERT PENDING
SP/, WOOD, STEPHEN P PENDING
SP/, WRIGHT, JAMES R AWARDED
PFC BENHAYON, RICHARD PENDING
PFC BRAGG, JAMES M PENDING
PFC CAPPS, JAMES E JR AWARDED
PFC COLLINS, ALFRED E AWARDED
PFC CUMMINGS, HAROLD W JR AWARDED
PFC DAVIDSON, LEROY F PENDING
PFC EDWARDS, HERMAN JR AWARDED
PFC GORDON, RAY E AWARDED
PFC GREENSAGE, ROY L AWARDED
FFC EALFORD, EDWARD G AWARDED
PFC HARNED, DONALD E AWARDED
PFC HOWLOTT, JOHN R PENDING
PFC HUGHEY, LLOYD R AWARDED
PFC HYATT, GERALD T AWARDED
PFC KENT, LYNN W AWARDED
PFC LAVELL, JOHN E AWARDED

PFC MADDOX, TERRANCE N AWARDED



LIST CF II'DIVIDUAL AWARDS COii'T

NALE /RAITK

PFC PETRIK, JOHN J
PFC PORTER, JOE M

PFC REINHARDT, ARTHUR
PFC SAS, ROBERT

PFC SIMMONS, RONALD W
PFC SLACK, RANDY C
PFC STEBNER, ROBERT L
PFC STOUT, GEORGE D
PFC TAYLOR, HARRY T
PFC WASHINGTON, LARRY
PFC WILCHER, JERRY A
PVT BOYD, JAMES A

PVT FOWLKE, ERNEST W
PVT GENOVERSA, ROBERT

PURPLE HEART
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (MOTOR TRANSPORT)
APO 96238

AVCA QN-TG-3 3 September 1967
SUBJECT: Synopsis of Ambush

Commanding General
US Army Support Command, Qui Nhon
APO 96238

On 2 September 1967, an 8th Transportation Group convoy under the
control of the 54th Transportation Battalion, departed Pleiku on Route 19
for a return trip to Qui Nhon, at approximately 1610 hours. The convoy
consisted of 37 task vehicles and 2 jeeps armed with M-60 machine guns.
Because of mechanical troubles, a 5,000 gallon tanker which joined the con-
voy caused a split in the convoy of some 500 meters. At approximately 1855
hours, the lead $+ ton vehicle was struck with a 57MM recoilless rifle round
(vic BR 34845,) killing one man and wounding two others. Simultaneously,

a secondary ambush was sprung at BR 339460 on the second element of the
convoy. The enemy force, estimated at a reinforced company, used command
detonated mines, recoilless rifles, automatic weapons, and small arms
against the convoy. The main ambush was conducted over a 700 meter kill
zone with the secondary attack providing a blocking action. The enemy
force was situated on the south side of the road, although some gun im-
placements were located in the north. Because of the intensity of the
fire ard perfect execution of the ambush, little fire was returned by
friendly personnel caught in the killing zone. Tactical Security elements
arrived within 10-15 minutes. Spooky arrived at 2020 hours. The convoy
suffered 7 KIA, 17 WIA and 30 vehicles damaged/destroyed. Fnemy casual-
ties and unit designation are unknown.

/8/ Joe 0. Bellino
/t/ JOR O. BELLINO
Colonel, TC

Commanding
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AVCA QN-TG (11 November 1967) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: After-Action Report

HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (Motor Transport), Qui Nhon
APO 96238 13 November 1967

TO: Commanding General, US Army Support Command, Qui Nhon, AFO 96238

1. After-action report by the convoy commander and pictures of the
two vehicles damaged are furnished for your convienence.

2. The good fortune of having the single armored task vehicle in
the convoy being the only vehicle in the kill-zone accounts primarily
for the minimum damage to equipment and fact that no one was injured.
However, it is heartening to know that all the members of the convey
followed their imstructions for defense against highway ambushes.

3. Convoy defense procedures will continue to recelve command
emphasis at all echelons within the 8th Transpertation Group.

/s/ Joe 0. Bellino

/t/ JOE 0. BELLINO
Colonel, TC
Comnmanding

nA {RUE COPY™

M. ARBUTHNOT II
, TC



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
585TH TRANSPORTATION COMPANY (MEDIUM TRUCK CARGO)
APO 96238

11 November 1967
SUBJECT: After-action Report

THRU: Commanding Officer
27th Trans Bn (Trk)
APO 96238

TO: Commanding Officer
8th Trans Gp (MT)
APO 96238

1. On Saturday, 11 November 1967, at approximately 1515 hours, two
miles west of 1st Cav checkpoint 89, the first march unit of the econvoy
which I was commanding was taken under ambush fire by an estimated 10 to
15 enemy.

2. Fire consisted of two or three land mines and approximately 100
rounds of small arms (automatic and semi-automatic weapons) fire comming
from the right hand side of the road, that is, South to North.

3. The firing lasted for approximately 30 seconds; the land mines
fired first followed by rapid small arms fire. It was noticed while
driving through the kill zone that the mines which were detonated were
on the side of the road and in no way could have damaged a vehicle.

4. There were no casualties and only minor damage to one convoy
vehicle which belonged to the 585th Transportation Company. This damage
was caused by the impact of five bullets in the vehicle's radiator, one
in its right front tire, and another against the armor plating on the
right side of the vehicle on the door. The armor plating probably
saved the driver from being struck by the bullet. '

5. As soon as the firing began, the 1at Cav security frequency
was used. Three gun ships were on the scene within five minutes, The
1st Cav troops arrived in ten minutes to sweep the ambush site. An un-
determined number of enemy were taken under fire by these troops as
they entered the wooded area off of the road.



11 November 1967
SUBJECT: After-action Report

6. During the attack the convoy drivers acted correctly by driving
on through the area. The attack was concentrated on the last few vehicles
of the march unit. The convoy regrouped near Check Point 89 and proceeded
to Qui Nhon without further incident. The damaged vehicle was taken to An
Khe where it remained overnight.

/s/ Phillip T. Hall, Jr
/t/ PHILLIP T. HALL, JR
CPT, TC

Commanding

"4 TRUE E<CPY" ]




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (MOTOR TRANSPORT
APO 96238

AVCA QN-TG 25 November 1967
MEMORANDUM FOR: Commanding General, US Army Support Cormand, Qui Nhon
SUBJECT: Reconstruction of Ambush

At 1005 hours, 24 November 1967, a convoy going to Pleiku from the -
54th Transportation Battalion was ambushed by an NVA force at grid coor-
dinates AR 965465. This convoy consisted of 43 - 5 ton cargo trucks, 15
2% ton cargo trucks, 6 - gun trucks, 3 gun jeeps and 1 maintenance truck.
The following account of what happened is submitted based on telephonic
reports from Pleiku. The ambush began when the lead gun truck in the con-
voy was stopped by small arms fire and simultaneously the lead cargo
vehicle was hit by a command detonated mine. This truck was stopped along
the right side of the road. The convoy tried to run through the ambush,
per 8th Group SOP, but only one truck was successful in breaking out of
the 300 meter kill zome. The remaining trucks that tried to break out
were stopped by mines or small arms fire, effectively blocking the road.
One of the trucks, carrying ammo, was hit and exploded, destroying a gun
truck of the second serial that was behind it. The gun truck of the
third serial was hit by small arms fire and stopped. The gun truck of
the fourth serial was hit by a grenade, but this grenade did not pene-
trate the armor plating. The 5th and 6th gun trucks were not hit, but
immediately returned fire as did all drivers once they were stopped. A
machine gunner in the 5th gun truck killed an NVA machine gunner before
he could fire on the convoy from a distance of only 10 feet from the road.

The results of this ambush are as follows:
a. Friendly: 2 KIA and 17 WIA with one of these in critical condition

b. Enemy: 41 KIA and 4 WIA (POW's), of this figure the convoy ac-
counted for 19 KIA and 3 WIA prior to the arrival of the security forces

c. Vehicle Damage: 14 trucks 4 of these were gun trucks) 6 to 9
of these were destroyed.

The security forces at CP 91W reacted within a few minutes to a call
of "contact" made by the convoy commander, Lt Purvis, and to the sound of
the ambush which they could hear. When they arrived at ambush site, they
conducted a major sweep and pursuit to account for final enemy casualties.



AVCA QN-TG 25 November 1967
SUBJECT: Reconstruction of Ambush

A more detailed account, complete with statements of witnesses will
be presented as soon as investigating officers from this headquarters
return from Pleiku.

/s/ Joe 0. Bellino

/t/ JOE 0. BELLINO
Colonel, TC
Commanding

"A IRUE COT? " !
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DEPARTLEIT CF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRAHNSPCRTATICL GROUP (HOTOR TRAIISFORT)
APC 96238

MEMORANDUM FCR: Commanding Zereral, US Army Support Command, Qui “hen

SUBJECT: Reconstruction of Ambush of 4 December 1967

At 0815 hours, 4 December 1967, a convoy going to Pleiku from the
54th Transportation Battalion, was ambushed by a Viet Cong unit estimated
at company size (three 20-30 man platoons) at grid coordinates BR 33046C.
This convoy consisted of 58-5 tom cargo trucks, 11-24 ton cargo trucks,

6 gun trucks (armor plated), 4 gun jeeps and 1 maintenance truck. The
ambush began when a charge was detonated at the side of the road. The
lead gun truck driver noticed a board with three mines pulled across the
road in front of him. He stopred his vehicle and at that moment the
vehicle was hit by small arms fire and a recoilless rocket, killing the
driver. The lead jessp (second vehicle in convoy) also received small
arms fire and was stopped. Both vehicles immediately began returning
fire, utilizing the two (2) M-60 machine guns and M-79 grenade launcher
in the truck and the M-60 machine gun in the jeep. Four other vehicles
received flat tires and body damage. Personnel began returning fire
under the leadership of 1LT Todd, the march unit commender (second vehicle
in the convoy). Gun trucks of the march units moved forward into the
approximately 3000 meter long kill zone, and subsequently one of these
was hit by rocket fire wounding three gumners. The leadership and fire-
power of the convoy was immediate and responsive enough tc account for
all enemy KIAs and WIA prior to arrival of the reaction force. At the
time of the ambush, 0815 hours, a call of "ambush! ambush! ambush!" went
out over the radio from the convoy. The reported time of arrival of ths
gun ships was 0827, twelve minutses after start of the ambush; a reaction
force formed at an artillery base camp and brought in by the Group Command-
er, arrived at approximately 0830. The quick reaction time of the convoy
personnel and the intense base of firs put up by the machine gunrers in
the gun trucks broke the snemy ambush prior to the arrival of any of the
reacticn forces. From the point of view of the convoy, the reaction

time of the combat supporting forcss was too slow. The reaction time

of 12 minutes for gun ship support is marginal; the reaction time of

15 minutes for the first ground trcops (considering that they were mo-
tivated by convoy control persczrel) is excessive, and 25 minutes after
the call "ambush! ambush! ambush!" was given is too long to wait for air
lifted support.

The results of this ambush are as follows:
a. Friendly 1 KIA  and 6 WIA (2 very slight)
b. Enemy 13 KIA and 1 WIA (POW)

c zhiclas Jazazad gua truck destroyed, 1 gun jeep and
s oomplzz 313841y demsged,



From reports taken at the scene, the apparent plan of the Viet
Cong was to stop the convoy, kill the personnel, then destroy the ve-
hicles with satchel charges. Seven satchel charges were found on Viet
Cong bodies by EOD teams and disarmed. The quick reaction and fire-
power of this convoy are the only factors that prevented this ambush

from being a success.

A more detailed account, complete with statesments of witnesses
will be presented as soon as investigating officer from this headquar-
ters returns from Pleiku.

/8/ Joe O. Bellino

TEL: PT 775 /t/ JOR O. BELLINO
Colonel, TC
Commanding
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DEPARTYELT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP {MOTCR TRAIISPORT)
APO 96238

AVCA QN-TG-3 23 January 1968

SUBJECT: Synopsis of Convoy Incident

TO: Commanding General
US Army Support Command, Qui Nhon
APO 96238

At approximately 210615 January 68, an 8th Transportation Group con-
voy under the control of the 54th Tranmsportation Battalion consisting of 4
gun trucks, 4 gun jeeps and 60 task vehicles departed Qui Nhon for Pleiku.
The convoy was halted at CP 96 east for thirty (30) minutes while the road
was cleared. At 1000 hours approximately 500 yards east of CP 102, the
lead element of the convoy came upon a 5 ton tractor which was attempting
to hook up to a POL trailer. Because this operation was blocking the flow
of traffic, the convoy commander moved to the front and directed the clear-
ance of the road. He then directed his convoy to continue. At this timse,
a large volume of automatic and smell arms fire was received from the mouth
side of the road. Convoy security personnel immediately returned fire in
the direction of the hostile fire. The convoy continued to move through
the area. Within 5-10 minutes APC's from the road security element at CP
102 arrived and engaged the hostile element followed by tanks from CP 98
within 10 minutes. Rear elements of the convoy approaching the area re-
ceived approximately 40-50 rounds of automatic fire. Both APCs and tanks
at the site of the incident fired in the direction of the hostile fire.
Number of enemy involved, KIA, WIA or unit designation unknown. No hostile
explosive ordnance was involved.

/s/ Joe O. Bellino
TEL: PT 779/786 /t/ JOE 0. BELLINO
Colonel, TC
Commanding




DEPARTMEI'T CF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPCRTATION GROUP (MOTOR TRA:SPORT)
AFO 96238

AVCA QU-TG 27 January 1968

SUBJECT: Synorsis of Convoy Ambush

TO: Commanding General
US Army Support Commané, Qui Nhon
AP0 96238

At 0600 hours 25 January 1968, a 54th Transportation Battalion 8th
Transportation Group (MT) convoy, consisting of ninety-five vehicles for
Pleiku and twenty-three for An Khe, departed the unit marshalling area lo-
cated on route 19, Cha Rang Velley, Qui Nhon. The ninatybfive vehicles fer
Peliku consisted of sixty-five 5-ton cargo trucks; nineteen 23-ton cargo
trucks; five armored 24-ton trucks; four radio jeeps and two 5-ton main-
tenance trucks. At approzimately 1015 hours, the convoy received automatic
and small arms fire from both sides of the road at BR 089552. The gun
trucks and convoy personnel returned fire and within 10 minutes elements
of the 2/1 Cavalry were cn the site with armored persomnel cerriers and
tanks. After all firing stopped the convoy proceeded west for approxi-
mately five hundred yards when enemy fire was again received from both
sides of the road. The NVA opened fire on the second and third vehlcles
in the convoy. The enemy fire consisted of rockets, heavy machine guns,
grenades and small arms from both sides of the road. A machine gun posi-
tion was later discovered approximately twenty-five yards on the right
side of the road. The reaction force arrived on the scene from the pre-
vious ambush site immediately. The ground distance covered by the arbush
was approximately ome thousand meters from BR 089552 to BR 080550. Ap-
proximately sixty convoy personnel were involved in the ambush, plus the
reaction forcs. The number of hostile personnel involved is unknown. Two
US drivers were killed and one driver was wounded. One 24-ton gun truck
and one 2#-ton cargo truck were damaged, with minor damage to the cargo.
One civilian tractor from the Pacific Architects and Engineers was des-
troyed. Three armed helicopters arrived at approximately 1045 hours.

Two Medical Evacuation Helicopters arrived within ten minutes after re-
quest. Two officers, members of an engineer team, were wounded, one
fatally, while clearing explosive ordnance from the site.

/8/ Joe 0. Bellino

TEL: PT 775 /t/ JOE 0. BELLINC
Colonel, TC
Commanding
3 Cﬁ -. I‘
i “ ‘-,L k,-?- v
IOT II

4-—[: nr




70 AYO DNV

( GUMMNT )
6 H00THY

@

ﬂM IINN

¥oo|L Nntl D

| .
\ et
TIZOATINL 19 ¥OnHL OmIve| T |

4Nl GITTd SENMHS | _

FHUL MO | e |




DEPARTHENT OF THE ARLY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRAMSPORTATION GRCTP (3C IR TRATSE

APC 96238
AVCA QIi-TG-3 1 February
SUBJECT: Synopsis of Ambush
TO: Commanding General
US Army Support Command, Qui Nhon
AP0 96238

On 30 January 1968, an 8th Transportation Group convoy under the
control of the 54th Transportation Battalion departed Qui Nhon at ap-
proximately 0600 hours for Pleiku. The convoy consisted of 80 task ve-
hicles, 7 gun trucks, 8 gun jeeps and 3 quad fifties. Upon arrival in
An Khe, the convoy was joined by 3 APC's and 1 tank from the security
force of the 173d Airborne Brigade. The additional security element was
dispersed toward the front of the convoy. At approximately 1000 hours,
the convoy had reached CP 102 (vic BR 253483). Since the convoy was
about to pass out of the area of operation (40) of the 173d Airborne
Brigade the additional security element pulled out of the convoy and
stopped at CP 102. Approximately one mile west of CP 102, the convoy
came under fire initially by mortars and followed by small arms and
automatic weapons. The convoy personnel immediately returned heavy fire.
In addition, the 173d security element advanced from CP 102 and an ele-
ment from the 4th Div security element moved from the west to engage the
hostile force. Air strikes by F111A's, F104's and gun ships were made.
Two US personnel were slightly injured. One five ton tractor and reefer
were damaged. Enemy KIA, WIA or unit designation are unknown. It is
estimated that the enemy force was of platoon size. After the road was
cleared by EOD, the convoy proceeded approximately 35 meters. Once
again, they received mortar fire. The convoy continued moving. No
damage or casualties resulted from the second incident. Air strikes
again were made against the suspected enemy position.

/8/ Joe 0. Bellino
TEL: PT 786 /t/ JOE 0. BELLINO
Colonel, TC

Comranding




CONVOY AMBUSH ON QL 19

1. PURPOSE: To review actions taken by convoy personnel of the
124th Transportation Battalion (Truck) when ambushed on QL 19 west of
An Khe on 31 January 196€.

2. BACKGROUND: Lt Wilson's convoy departed An Khe at 1430 hours
for Pleiku. The convoy consisted of twenty-four 5 ton tractors with
trailers, two radio equipped gun jeeps, and three 24 ton gun trucks from
the 124th Transportation Battalion (Truck). An elemsnt of the Sith Trans-
portation Battalion (Truck) consisting of seven 5 ton cargo trucks, with
a lead 2% ton gun truck and a trail radio equipped gun jeep located at the
rear of the convoy. Moreover, two quad 50 caliber gun trucks wers attached
from "B" Battery 4/60 Artillery for convoy security. The convoy consist-
ed of: four 5,000 gallon tankers; two class II & IV loads; five class IV
loads; and eight class V loads. The seven trucks from the 54th Transpor-
tation Battalion (Truck) were loaded with Engineer IV,

3. AMBUSH: The incident occurred at 1520 hours, 31 January 1968, as
the middle of the convoy approached grid coordinated BR 252483 heading west.
The weather was partly cloudy but bright. Visibility was good. The terrain
at the ambush site, the base of the Mang Giang Pass, is cleared appraximetely
100 meters on each side of the road and the grade is starting to increase
as the base of the mass is resched. The lead elements of the convoy were
stsrting up the pass when mortar rounds started hitting in close proximity
of the center of the column. The enemy was not adjacert to the road, but
was positioned halfway up the Mang Giang Pass and located within the woodline,
The lead elements of the convoy and the convoy comnmander had passed through
the aprroximstely 400 yard kill zone, Lt Wilson, the Convoy Commander, was
located at the front of the convoy when the firing started. Upon hearing
the firing he immediately turned around and proceeded back to make an estimate
of the situation and to facilitate movement of the convoy through the kill
zone. After reaching the end of the kill zone, Lt Wilson turned around again
and stsrted back toward the pass. He had traveled 50 meters when his jeep
received a direct hit by a mortar and burst into flames. The Jeep then went
off the road into a ditch and continued to burn. Lt Wilson was killed in-
stantly. SP4 Fowlke, the machine gumner, was seriously injured and SP4
Brammer was slightly injured. The lead gun truck continued to escort the
head of the column to the top of the Mang Giang Pass and then returned to
2id the remainder of the convoy through the kill zone. The gun truck posi-
tioned itself at the edge of the kill zone appraximately 100 meters east
of the pass. To obtain s better field of fire and provide maximm coverags
to those vehicles remaining within the kill zone, the second gun truck repo-
sitioned itself in proximity of the lead gun truck, a distance of approxi-
mstely 50 meters apart. The rear gun truck proceeded up to where Lt Wilson's
jeep was on fire, storped and returned fire until instructed by the military
police to move forward. SP5 Jackson and SP4 Green sustained slight injury
vwiiile in the rear of the gun truck.



The exact location of the attached quad 50 gun trucks could not be
determined, Interview of drivers and supervisory personnel indicated that
the quad 50 gun trucks were positioned near the center of the convoy., A=
vailable information indicates that the quad 5C%s continued through the k11
zone with only one returning fire,

The exact size and density of the enemy unit condueting the ambush is
not known, The snemy was positioned about halfway up the pass and used
automatic weapons, small arms fire, and mortar rounds against the conmvoy,

The 4th Infantry Divisien's Security Foree, 1/2 Cavalry Squadron clas-
sified this incident as a sporadic mortat attack instead of an ambush,

4. ACTIONS OF INDIVIDUAL TRUCK DRIVERS: The drivers reactsd to the

ambush in an appropriate mamer by keeping their vehicles moving Shrough

the 111 zene. The gun trucks of the 124th Transportation Battalion (Truck),
vhich were out of the kill zone when the firing started, returned to aid

the vehicles in the convoy, After escorting the head of the columm to the
top of Mang Giang Pass to a relatively secured area, the lead gun truck
returned to aid the remainder of the convoy and positioned itself at the

edge of the kill zone approximately 100 meters east of the pass. To obtain

a better field of fire and provide maximm coverage to those vehicles
remaining within the ki1l zone, the second gun truck repositioned itself in
proximity of the lead gun truck, a distance of approximately 50 meters a
part, A third gun truck located in the rear of the convoy was stopped by
the security force at CP 102, The driver, SP5 Jackson, dismounted to see
what was going on., At that time the rear gun jeep came up carrying SGT Welch
PFC Tidwell and PFC Cansans, FFC Tidwell informed the security force that
their convoy was being ambushed and needed their assistance immediately.

FFC Tidwell promptly jumped into the gun truck and proceeded to the ambush
site, SF5 Jackson, the regular driver, jumped into the back of the gun Truck.
Upon reaching the location where Lt Wilson's jeep was burning, PFC Tidwell
stopped, climbed into the back of the gun truck and assumed the position of

& machine gunner, The gun truck crew remained at the location directing fire
uwntil instructed by the military police to move. The exact location of the
attached quad 50 gun trucks could not be determined, Interview of drivers
and supervisory personnel indicated that the quad 50 gun trucks were positione
near the center of the econvoy, It is believed that the Quad 50 gun trucks
continued through the kill zone with only one of them retwrning fire, SGT
Sikes stated that one of the Quad 50's passed him going up the pass and cone
timued passing other vehicles within the colum. SP4 Howell and SF, Bushong,
both maghine gunners in the lead gun truck, which was proceeding down the
pass to the edge of the kill zone, saw the quad 50 gun trucks coming up the
pass together,

5. ROAD SECURITY FORCE: When the ambush started there were two AFC's
and one tank in the immediate area, Hellcopter support was in the area
approximately twenty minutes later.

6. GENERAL COMMENTS Ol THE AMBUSH: The enemy used small arms, au-



tomatic weapons, 60m and 82mm mortars, Only one vehicle was damaged and
rosulted from a direct mortar hit, The vehicle was a jeep and was moving
at the time,

7. FROELRM AREA AND LESSONS LEARNEDA
a, IIRit Utilizatiod of morta¥s in an ambush.

_b. DISCUSSIQNs This is the first situation where the enemy has
used mortars against a convoy from this battalion. Quick reaction is required
of all individuals in determining the type of attack and the limits of the
k411 sone. When small arms fire is combined with a mortar attack the driver
must do more that return a heavy volume of fire, FPersomnnel must get out of
the ki1l sene, preferably, and/or obtain overhead cover, Air cover should
be immediately available to locate the mortar positions and then asllence
these positions or request artillery supporte It is highly desirable for
the aircraft to provide econtimuous overhead cover for the convoy and not
just be on call, Ths five or ten minutes lost waiting for the aircraft to
arrive often means the difference between a few casualties or a large mumber
and minor or major damage to vehicles and equipment,

0. OBSERVATION: Since an ambush is generally of limited duration,
drivers must be constantly alert and capable of reacting instantly with a
heavy volume of effective fire when fired upom. S8imltaneously the perscnnel
must move quickly through the kill zone and direct maximm fire at the most
logical vantage points, The convoy ccmmander must immediately identify his
location, notify the road security forces, request air and/or artillery supsw.
port and proceed to facilitate movement of his convoy through the kill gzene.

"TR[TE C(}ES"
3& ARBUTHNOT 1I ' /
13T, TC




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (MOTOR TRANSPORT
APO 96238

AVCA QN-TG 7 February 1968

SUBJECT: Synopsis of Ambush

Commanding General :
US Army Support Command, Qui Nhon
APO 96238

On 7 February 1968, an 8th Group convoy under the control of the
5,th Transportation Battalion departed Qui Nhon at approximately 0630
hours for Pleiku. The convoy consisted of 67 task vehicles, 1 maint-
enance truck, 6 gun trucks and 4 gun jeeps. At approximately 1010 hours,
after passing CP 92 West (vic AR 985503), the convoy came under fire from
small arms and automatic fire from the trese line south of the road. In
addition, two rockets were fired at the convoy from a mound halfway be-
tween the road and the tree line. Convoy security personnel immediately
opened fire killing two NVA at the rocket position. The enemy force be-
gan to move forward from the tree line but were driven back by the fire
power of convoy personnel. Gun trucks which cleared the kill zome, which
was estimated to be 200 meters, returned to fire upon enemy positions.
Within 15 minutes, 6-8 APC's and 2-3 tanks arrived at the scene and began
to engage the enemy. Four US personnel wers slightly wounded. Enemy
casualties weres 6 KIA and 1 WIA. The force was estimated at between 50-
60 NVA. Unit designation is unknown. One 5 ton cargo vehicle hauling
Class V was hit with a rocket and was destroyed. A gas tank of another
5 ton cargo was damaged. Alsc, several vehicles, including two gun
trucks, received flat tires from enemy fire. Mines and satchel charges
were not used. Gun ships arrived within 15-20 minutes. No artillery
was used.

/s/ Joe 0. Bellino
PT 770/786 /t/ JOE O. BELLINO
Colonel, TC
Commanding

na Q%UE copxn

AMA Mi@{”&/



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (MOTOR TRANSPORT)
AP0 96238

AVCA QN-TG-3 14 February 1968

SUBJECT: Synopsis of Convoy Incident

Commanding General
US Army Support Command, Qui Nhon
APO 96238

On 13 February 1968, an 8th Transportation Group convoy under the
control of the 124th Transportation Battalion departed An Khe, at approx-
imately 1325 hours, for a return trip west on QL 19 to Pleiku. The con-
voy consisted of 28 task vehicles, 1 maintenance vehicle, 2 gun Jeeps, 3
gun trucks, and 3 quad fifties. At approximately 1500 hours, the convoy
was 200 meters east of the base of Mang Giang Pass (vic BR 237500) when
the front element was brought under fire from mortars and small arms fire.
Convoy personnel immediately returned fire in the direction of suspected
enemy positions. The convoy commander moved his convoy through the area
while directing one of the attached (4/60 Arty) quad fifties accompany-
ing the convoy to provide fire in the dirsction of the suspected enemy
mortar position (vic BT 232495). Tactical security forces from the 173d
Adrborne Brigade arrived within 10 minutes. Adr strikes wers alsc con-
ducted against the suspected mortar position. Upon completion of the air
strikes, elements of the 173d Airbornme made a sweep of the area. Their
were no US casualties nor were their any vehicles damaged. Enemy casu-
alties, size or unit designation are unknown. Approximately 7 mortar
rounds were fired against the convoy.

/8/ Joe 0. Bellino
PT 786 /t/ JOE O. BELLINO
Colonel, TC
Commanding

"A TRUE COPI"

M. TENOT, II
, TC
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (MOTOR TRANSPORT)
APC 96238

AVCA QN-TG-3 6 March 1968
SUBJECT: Synopsis of Ambush

Commanding Officer
US Army Support Command, Qui Fhon
APO 96238

On 4 March 1968, an 8th Transportation Group convoy, under the control of
the 54th Transportation Battalion, departed Qui Nhon for Pleiku on highway
19, at approximately 0600 hours. The convoy consisted of 104 task vehicles,
4 gun jeeps and 8 gun trucks. At approximately 0900 hours, the convoy was
held up at CP 89 by the tactical security force dus to enemy activity in
Mang Giang Pass. The convoy was allowed to procesed at approximataly 1130
hours escorted by 1 tank and 2 APC's from the 173rd Airborme Brigade. Ap-
proximately 1145 hours in the vicinity of BR 333461, the convoy came under
fire from mortars and heavy small arms and automstic weapons fire. Convoy
security personnel immediately opened firs in the direction of the enemy
force which was well entrsnched in the tree line on the north side of the
road. Sporadic fire was also rscelved from the south side of the rocad. Two
quad 50's from the 4/60 Arty, which wers traveling with the convoy, and cne
from the 27th Transportation Battalion convey, which was behind the 54th
convoy, fired upon the enemy positions throughout the kill sone, estimated
to be 500-1000 meters long. A reaction force of ons tank, 4 APC's and 4
gun ships arrived within 5 minutes. Thers wers 8 convoy personnel WIA,

two of whom wers from the 4/60 Arty. One WIA died on 6 March 1968, from
the wounds received. Five vehicles and two trailers were damaged. THe
it designation of the enemy forcs, which was estimated at 50 personnel,
is unknown. Enemy casualties ars wnimown. Ths column rammined in place
on the highway until 1430 hours at which tims, on orders of the military
police, 1t was turned aroumd to An Khe.

/s8/ Jos 0. Bellino
TEL: PT 786/779 /t/ JOE 0, BELLINO
Colomsl, TC

Commanding
"A TRUE GY‘
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (MOTOR TRANSPORT)
APO 96238

AVCA QN-TG-3 9 March 1968
SUBJECT: Synopsis of Ambush

Commanding Officer
US Army Support Command, Qui Nhon
APO 96238

On 8 March 1968, an 8th Transportation Group convoy undsr the control of
the 54th Transportation Battalion, departed Qui Nhon for Pleiku on route
19 at approximately 0600 hours. The convoy consisted of 79 task vehicles,
L gun jeeps and 5 gqun trucks. At approximately 0830 hours, the third gum
truck of the first serial was hit with a claymore mine (vie BR 335455)
damaging the front tires. The explosion was followed by heavy small arms
and automatic fire from both sides of the road. The enemy force of unde-
termined size was strumng from 1500-2000 meters in well fortified and plan-
ned positions. Convoy security personnel immediately opened fire. Three
quad 50's, from the 4/60 Arty traveling with the convoy were joined by a
company of the 173rd AB Bde, which was in the immediate area, encasing the
enemy. The company commander of the 173rd unit was killed in the engage-
ment. The enemy force attempted to repel the flanking action of the tacti-
cal security force but was driven back after 15 minutes of heavy contact.
One gun truck and one task vshicle were damaged. Two US persomnsl WIA
(one convoy and one 173rd) and one US KIA (173rd) were reported. The con-
voy was allowed to proceed after twenty minutes delay. At approximately
0915 hours, approximately 2 kilometers west of CP 102 (vic BR 257482), a
task vehicle in the first serial hit a mine. The cab of the vehicle was
struck by small arms fires, wounding the driver. This was followed by a
B40 rocket which ignited the cargo (JP4). Smmll arms, automatic weapons
fire and rockets were directed against ths columm. The convoy security
element fired in the direction of the enemy positions ax the convoy man-
usvered around the burning vehicle. Tactieal security forces from the
173rd and the 4th Division arrived within 5 minutes and engaged the enemy.
The enemy force of undetermined size established a kill zons of approxi-
mately 300-500 meters. The convoy was hit with mmall arms and automatic



AVCA QN-TG-3
SUBJECT: Synopsis of Ambush

weapons and rockets. One US WIA, one vehicle damaged and one vehicle
destroyed resulted from the enemy action. The total number of enemy
casualities for both ambushes has not been reported by the tactical
force. Number of enemy KIA/WIA by convoy personnel is unkmown. ‘

/t/ Joe 0. Bellino
TEL: PT 786/779 /s/ JOE O. BELLINO
Colonel, TC
Commanding




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (MOTOR TRANSPORT)
APO 96238

AVCA QN-TG-3 17 March 1968

SUBJECT: Synopsis of Ambush

Commanding Officer
US Army Support Command, Qui Nhon
AP0 96238

On 16 March 1968, an 8th Transportation Group convoy, under the control of
the 124th Transportation Battalion, departed Dak To for Plelku on Route 14
at approximately 1430 hours. The convoy consisted of 17 task vehicles, 1
gun jeep, 3 gun trucks and 1 3/, ton maintenance truck with M-60 machine
gun mounted. Military Police from the 4th Infantry Division were escorting
the convoy. At approximately 1800 hours in the vieinity of ZA 195689, the
rear element of the convoy came under heavy small arms and automatic wea-
pons fire. Convoy security personnel immediately fired in the direction
of suspected enemy positions and the convoy moved rapidly out of the kill
zone, which was estimated as 100-150 meters in length. Tanks from the
tactical forces arrived within 3-5 minutes and gumships within 5-10 minutes.
The 3/4 ton maintenance vehicle was damaged. One soldier machine gunner
in the maintenance vehicle was KIA. The unit designation of the enemy
force, which was estimated at platoon size, and number of enemy casualties
are unknown.

/8/ Joe 0. Bellino
TEL: PT 786/779 /t/ JOE 0. BELLINO
Colonel, TC

Commanding




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUF (MOTOR TRANSFPORT)
APQ 56238

AVCA QN-TG-3 23 March 1968

SUBJECT: Synopsis of Convoy Incident

Commanding Officer
US Army Support Command, Qui Nhon
APO 96238

On 23 March 1968, a night shuttle convoy was proceeding west on highway #1
toward loading sites in Cha Rang Valley. At approximately 0015 hours, the
convoy consisting of 5 task vehicles, 1 gun truck and 1 gun Jeep, approached
ROK bridge (vic CR 002273). The convoy commander, 1LT Paul J. Stegmayer,
observed a pipe line fire in the vicinity of Tuy Phove. After reporting
the same, 1LT Stegmayer proceeded with his coliumm. As the convoy reached
the site of the fire, an explosion occurred on the north side of the road
near 1LT Stegmayer's jeep, followed by heavy small arms and automatic wea-
pons fire. Although both 1LT Stegmayer and his driver received wounds from
flying glass and schrapnel, they were able to cross over the bridge at the
site of the pipe line fire. Due to the intense enemy fire, only the jeep
and one task vehicle were able to clear the "kill zone". Despite great
personal danger, 1LT Stegmayer, braving a withering hail of bullets, cros-
sed back over the bridge on foot to take control of the drivers and insure
that they could clear the scens. Moving from vehicle to vehicle, 1LT
Stegmayer assured himamelf that all drivers were out of their vehicles and
had taken up positions to engage the enemy. He crossed back to his jeep
to radio reports to Battalion and adjust {1luminating artillery rounds.
With arrival of reaction force of 3 gun trucks, 1 gun jeep and a quad 50,
1LT Stegmayer again crossed over the bridge to direct flanking fire into
suspected enemy positions. The enemy force estimated at 15 personnel,
broke contact and fled the area. All six vehicles in the convoy received
small arms and automatic weapons fire. Four personnel were wounded. In-
telligence reports indicated that the ememy's mission was to destroy the
dual bridges %railroad and highway) at the site of the pipe line fire thus
cutting a vital link on the only main highway between Qui Nhon and major
tactical forces to the north and west. With the arrival of the shuttle
convoy, the enemy, for reasons unknown, fired on the column. It has been
recommended that the enemy may have mistaken the convoy as & reaction




AVCA QN-TG-3
SUBJECT: Synopsis of Convoy Incident

force investigating the pipe line fire. The action by 1LT Stegmayer and
his men contributed to the failure of the enemy to accomplish their mission
of interdiction of LOC's to the north and west.

R
/8/ Joe 0. Bellino
TEL: PT 786/779 /t/ JOE 0. BELLINO
Colonel, TC
Commanding
¥
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 1 FIELD FORCE VIETNAM
APO San Francisco 96350

AVFA-CG 23 Nov 67

SUDJECT: Letter of Commendation

THRU : Commanding General
1lst Logistical Command
APO 96307

T0: Commanding General
United States Army Support Command, Qui Fhon
APO 96238

1. The United States Army Support Command, Qui Nhon has responded
to tactical requirements in Dak To and Kontum in a highly effective man-
ner during the period of intensified operations commencing in early
November. Although faced with the difficult task of responding to rapidly
changing support bases of our tactical forces, and with partial loss of
the Dak To ammunition supply point, your command has demonstrated re-
liability, flexibility and uncommon responsiveness, exceeding even the
outstanding support you have rendered habitually.

2. The can-do attitude of the United States Army Support Command,
Qui Nhon-continues to be a salient factor in the successes enjoyed by I
FFORCTV tactical operations. I congratulate you and your officers and
men for this exenplary display of teamwork, dedicated service and mission
accomplishment.

/s/%.3. Rosson
/t/i.B. ROSSOH
Lt Gen, USA
Cormanding
Copy Furnished:
CG, USARY
CG, Uth Inf Div

"A TRUE COPY"




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 4TH INFANTRY (IVY) DIVISION
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL
APO San Francisco 96262

27 November 1967

Dear General McBride:

I would like to commend the elements of your command who reacted so
aggressively during the ambush on Highway 19E on 24 November 1967.

Due to the rapid return of fire by the soldiers in the convoy which
fixed the enemy in position, the effectiveness of the ambush was curtail-
ed, friendly casualties were reduced, and the reaction force was able to
flank and engage the enemy. Also, the armored 2% ton trucks in the con-
voy provided rapid return fire that afforded the convoy covering fire
until the reaction force could relieve the column. Without this agges-
sive reaction on the part of the soldiers in the convoy, the casualties
undoubtedly would have been much higher and the effectiveness of the
reaction force would have been greatly reduced.

Please convey to the soldiers who participated in this action my
conmendation for their outstanding conduct while under fire.

/s/ W.R. Peers
/t/ W.R. PEERS
Major Genmeral, USA

Commanding

Brigadier General George H. McBride, USA
US Army Support Command, Qui Nhon
APO 96238

"A TRUE COFI"




AVDF-CG 29 December 1967

SUBJECT: Letter of Appreciation

THRU: Commanding General
United States Army Support Command
Qui Nhon, Republic of Vietnam
APO San Francisco 96238

TO: Colonel Joe 0. Bellino Jr.
Commanding Officer
8th Transportation Group, HHD
United States Army Support Command, Qui Nhon
APO San Francisco 96238

1. I wish to acknowledge the profassional acecmpligtments of your

command and express my sincers appreciation for a3 21 zisnt mamner in
which you staged and moved the 11th Light Infaniry Zrigzade to Duc Pho

during the periocd 14-24 December 1967.

5. The orderly manner in which vehicles wers marshalled, toppad
off, sandbagged and organized for convoy movsment waa truly O ndi

&
ot
Uk

3, It is obvious that the dedicated int
all members of your command contributed greatl
cal movement of the 17th Light Infantry Brigzad

arss

+

2
7 to U
2,

4. The fact that all organic vehicles, equipment and persomnel of
an entire brigade wers moved 75 miles overland under hazardous condi-
tions without a single serious incident attests to the abilities end
professionalism of your command.

5. Please pass on my most sincere and hearty appreciation for a
job well done.

/s/ S.W. Koster

/t/ S.W. EOSTER
Major Generzl, U.5. Army
Commanding




DEPAPT T OF THE AP’
OFFICY OF TUE CHIZF OF CHAPLATTHS
YASHITIGTON D.C. 20315

26 January 1962

Colcnel Joe 0. Bellino

CO
Atk Trans Gp
APO 96238

Dear Colonel Bellino:

Dlease accept my appreciation for meking possible one of the high-
lights of my visit to Vietnam. You can be justly proud of the beautiful
chapel which your men fashioned with their own hands. It was a distinct
honor for me to participate in this dedication service.

T shall long remermber the Chapel of the Valley with its beautiful
tile, maenificent wrought iron grill work, irmpressive altar and the
interesting cross of welded scrap iron. I am confident this chapel will
be a source of endless blessing to all who worship there. Please convey
my gratitude to all your men vho gave of their time, energy and talents
to make this dream.a reality.

I especially enjoyed the music provided by the girls' choir from
Trinh Vuong High School of Qui Nhon. Assure Sister Mary Gabriel that
the music she and her girls provided was enjoyed immensely.

Thank you again for inviting me to participate in this memorable
occasion. May God continue to bless you and your men as you -carry out
your tremendously important support responsibilities.

Sincerely,

/s/Father Sam

/t /FRANCIS L. SAMPSON
Chaplain (Major General), USA
Chief of Chaplains

I cited the dedication ceremony to the G-1 (DCSPER) conference as
a highlight of my Far East trip and 2 proof of morale.

"A TRUE COPY"




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY SUPPORT COMMAND, QUI NHON
APO 96238

AVCA QN-CO 22 March 1968

Colonel Joe O. Bellino Jr.
Commanding Officer

8th Transportation Group
APO 96238

Dear Colonel Bellinos

I note with pleasure the attached letter of appreciation from Colonel
TRAN-VAN-XOI, Director of Defense Transportation of RVNAF, Saigon, Vietnam.

It is gratifying to note that you are providing such excellent assistance
and technical advice to our Vietnamese counterparts.

I am confident you and the members of your command will continue to render
outstanding service. -

Sincerely,

/s/ William H. O'Connell

/t/ WILLIAM E. O'CONNELL
Colonel, Artillery
Commanding




APO. 3031, 7 March 1968

From: Colonel TRAN-VAN-XOI
DIRECTOR OF DEFENSE TRANSPORTATION
OF RVNAF SAIGON

To: Colonel JOE O, BELLINO Jr.
COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE 8th
TRANSPORTATION GROUP IN VIET-NAM

APO. 96.238

Dear Colonel BELLINO;

I have agreat pleasure to express my sincere and warm thanks
to you for your assistance to our transportation agencies and units
in the integration of our trucks to your motor convoy in the 2nd
tactical ccrps zone.

This technical system has helped us to move supplies adequately
and timely to our combat soldiers to meet their requirements.

I hope that you will provide us with the same assistance to
help us in the performance of our logistical transport support mission.

Sincerely,

/8/ Tran Van Xoi
/t/ Colonel TRAN-VAN-XOI




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. AEMY TRANSPORTATION SCHOOL
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT
FORT EUSTIS, VIRGINIA 23604

AHBE-TS 15 March 1968

SUBJECT: Transportation Developments

TO:

» # » * * * EXTRACT * » » » » *

1. 8TH TRANSPORTATION GROUP (MOTOR TRANSPORT) ARMED AND ABMORED AGATNST

AMBUSH. Colonel Joe Bellino, Commanding Officer of the 8th Transportation
Group, admits that he has fallen in love with the 8th Group because of
their outstanding ability to successfully perform a logistical mission in
the face of almost constant enemy harrassment. In a recent lettar he ex-
plained that in World War II and in Korea, highway transport units on oc-
casion had operated over mined roads, received harrass fire, been

attacked, and been ambushed. But he said, "Our convoys (in Vietnam) ge

one form or another of it damm near every day."

The 8th Group operates as far north as Bong Son and as far west as
Pleiku. On a mission-type basis the trucks of the 8th Group move from
Pleiku and Qui Nhon to Dak To, and almost daily they wind their way to ROK
units in Song Cau.

A variety of roadbeds bear the tire marks of the 8th's trucks, from
Qui Nhon and Route 19 to An Khe. An Khe Pass is a series of hairpin turns
extending 8 kilometers up a mountainous slope. West of An Khe is Mang
Giang Pass--4 tortrous kilometers of climbing roadway.

The area thruugh which the 8th Group operatss im heavily infested
with enemy snipers and mines, and ambush is an ever-present threat. Colonel
Bellino analyzed the pattern of ambush and thoroughly indoctrinated his
troops in procedures to minimize the effects of an unexpected attack of the

moving convoy.

An ambush may occur at any time during the day, but late aftermoon
and evening hours are most dangerous. A cover of darkness affords the

his best opportumnity to strike and to escaps retaliation. The am-
bush is quick, well-planned, and difficult to counter. It occurs in a
sparsely populated area in which there is heavy foliage. Generally, the
site selected is in an area where the convoy passes over a rise into a



bend in the road. The rise hides the action from following trucks. The
ambush is of short duration; it is triggered by a command-detonated mine
wvhich will stop a vehicle, block the road, and permit heavy automatic wea-
pons fire to bear upon the vehicles following as they push into the kill
zone. Usually the enemy will withdraw within 10 minutes, since area re-
action forces are quick to respond to calls for help.

When an ambush is encountered, actions are specific and immediate.
Control vehicles notify security elements by radio, and reaction forces are
swiftly dispatched. Vehicles in the convoy move forward as quickly as
possible to escape the kill zone--fast movement reduces the chance of a
kill. If the convoy comes to a halt, personnel dismount and return maxi-
mm fire. The shoulders of the road mey be mined, and personnel must move
cautiously. Security vehicles bring a heavy volume of fire on the enemy.
This action facilitates the rapid passage of task vehicles through the kill
zone .

Hardened vehicles provide convoy security. A gun jeep--equipped with
radio, M79 grenade launcher, and Mé0 machinegun on a pedestal mount--is a
prime security vehicle. However, the current ratio of +-ton trucks to
task vehicles makes it difficult to employ the gun jeeps on the preferred
basis of one for every ten task vehicles and leads to the recommendation
that each truck company have seven }-ton trucks authorized.

The 8th also employs the hardened 2#-ton truck (gun truck)--the cab
and cargo bed sides are covered with armorplate, and the floor of cab and
cargo bed is sandbagged. The driver and crew are thus protected from wea-
pons fire and mines. The gun truck is manned by a driver, assistant
driver, and two gunners. ’

The 8th is modifying other motor transport equipment to give added
protection against ambush tactics and for convoy security. The multiple
caliber 50 machinegun (Quad 50's) on the 24-ton truck body is an innovation.
This weapon has proven successful when employed in tactical convoys. For-
mal weapons training to permit employment has been completed, and modifi-
cation of the gun mounts is now underway. A shortcoming in the use of this
weapon is that the threeman crew and the 2k-ton truck must come from local
resources. The 5-ton tractor also has been worked on to give it a degree
of protection on the floor and cab sides. The major problem area in this
vehicle is that the modification causes a heat increase inside the cab and
reduces visibility through the side windows.

Convoy security is in direct proportion to the risk involved. Any
afterdark operation outside of Qui Nhon, north of Bong Son, or beyond An
Khe is extremely hazardous. Daylight operations from Qui Nhon to An Khe
and Bong Son are somewhat less hazardous. The Hardened Convoy Concept is
designed for operations in areas considered most hazardous. Convoys
normally move in three to five march units of 10 task vehicles each.
March units have a gun truck in the lead and a #-ton gun jeep for control



at’ the rear of the unit. When required, the 2¥-ton truck on which are
mounted the Quad 50's will be in the center of each march unit to give
fire support to all vehicles.

Operational problems determine the time interval between march units.
As equipment becomes available, an additional gun jeer will be employed at
every interval between march units to prevent the enemy from using this
time gap to his advantage. A reconnaissance vehicle wlll also be used in
advance of the convoy in the most hazardous areas. Key vehicles used in
convoys are equipped with radios, and although communications are a rro-
blem, the 8th can communicate within its areas of operations. U.S. Army
aircraft are used for convoy cover and do monitor the group's radio
frequency.

Colonel Bellino has already firmed up his thinking on some things
that must be done to permit a truck group to perform at peak efficiency
in a war such as the one in Vietnam. He recommends that each truck com-
pany have a minimum of seven 4-ton trucks authorized. Since hardened
2%-ton trucks are used in medium truck units for security purposes, five
such trucks should be issued to each medium company. Thlis vehicle, how-
ever, is an interim measure until the V-100 Commando Armored Car, a
superior vehicle for convoy security, can be furnished.

The ambush instructions upon which the 8th Transportation Group
(Motor Transport) driver relies are briefly stated:

Before Ambush--Be alert for changes in familiar scenes along the route

Expect ambush upon detonation of mines, automatic wea-
pons fire, heavy sniper fire.

During Ambush--Radio security force--Contact! Contact! Contactl
Continus moving--maintain interval.

Follow in tracks of wvehicle ahead to prevent further
detonation of road mines.

If disabled, steer off road--permit passage of others--
dismount--mount passing vehicle.

Avoid entering kill zone--provide flanking support
fire into kill Zonms.

Remember that gun trucks provide maximm base of fire—-
fight as & team; deploy upon command.

Remember prime targets——enemy automatic weapons
positions, enemy mortars, rocket positions, assaul-
ting ground forces.



After Ambush--Protect and care for wounded personnel; evacuate them
ASAP.

Reopen roadways--assure roadways are mine free.
Contact EOD to remove mines.

Provide flank security.

When contact is broken, do not give chase.
Stay alert for counterattack.

Remember details.

Colonel Bellino's statement that "What we are doing here is unique in
Transportation Corps history" im reinforced by the remarks of General
Westmoreland about "the cutstanding job done by the transportation truckers
who kept supplies coming so that the combat troops (at Dak To) could keep
pressure on the enemy," and by the remarks of the ex-tanker commander,
General Abrams, Deputy to General Westmoreland, who said "The 8th Group
truckers who were ambushed near Pleiku on 24 November 1967 were a bunch
of frustrated tankers."——No higher compliment could be paid another soldier
by an ex-tanker commandsr than that.

/s/ W.N. Redling

/t/ W.N. REDLING
Major General, USA
Commandant




G b b RETROGRADE LINE HAUL LOCAL HAUL .u
GALLONS| MILES PAX | Mites | Tons | mizes | Tows | wmrmes | tons | mrues | vocaw

SEP | 104,425 807 420 | 2,050 | 25,776 | 221,710| 51,447 | 705,093] 22,694 233,526 210,739

ocr | 107,693 752 336 | 3,183 | 8,976 238,014 50,004 | 557,99| 22,944 237,081/237,057 F \
NOv | 664,982 643 12,282 | 248,129| 61,492 | 774,987 27,6908 248,520413,300 b, 892,121
DEC | 557,358|12,478 se8 | 3,335 | 7,134 | 125,851| 58,403 | 555,704 | 16,496 27,051 |297,808 k,643,244
JAN  |1,306,089| 57,885 | 3,972 | 32,138 | 13,112] 130,720| 58,827 | 247,444 | 15,556| 24,366|320,951 k,737,076
FEB | 573,504|15,368 690 | 1,600 | 7,236 | 98,453| 25,779 | 326,592| 8,269 16,434 |321,411 B, 764,927
AR 1,141,119(67,673 |15,409 | 31,229] 9,056 | 84,671 72,268 | 941,921| 21,621| 68,587 |462,248 P,848,988
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IMPACT CF ENENT ACTIONS

The purpose of this next chart is wwe reolde

A. It will summarize the extent cf owx losses.

Be It will nortoay wnere/shen/whny we are toiding these losses,
On 2 Sevtember 1967, enemy forces initisted an effort to stop or reduce
supplies moving iato the Central Eiszhlands via L 19,
His initial attermt wes dirented at an 8th Trans Croup convoy returning
from Plei!m, ‘'he ambush that occurred et 1855 hovrs, 2 September 1967, wes
& great svccess for "Charlie", It was z well planned, well executed ambush
in generelly the same area wiere the Frencih Mobilc Group 100 was decimated
shortly efter the fall of Diesn Bien Fhu.
Since that time 2 total of 35 ambushes have been atiempted against convoys
on QL 19 and QL 14 No (26 - 8th T Gp; 6 =~ "Charlie" thought was 8th T Gpj
and 3 - 2i0th QM =n Pst),
Although the 8th Trans Aroup hzs heen suc~essfuvl in retaliating asainst
hostile forces es a result of the devslopment and emplovment of certain
techniques ané equiment, I do not believe that success can be measured
by "kill ratio" alone, considering the fect that some of the ambushes
were poorly planned, poorly timed and pocrly executed by inexperienced
people, The results of the Troup's efforts might be termed lucky and could
account for the success in retalistion, The real success or failure of

the hostile actions against convoys must be conaidcred in the light of

impact on our primery mission.




Because of the enemy activity severcl mcjor chonres i1-ve occcurred in 8th
Transportcetion Group cnerations,

Tacticnl coammrndars recuced the pereting hevrs on the roads,

8th Group dedicated approximetely 10% of tho tosk resources (men
and equipment) tc convoy security.,
In addition to the 36 ambushes, thsre have been o totcl of 187 other inci-
dents i.e. 65 mining ircidents; 65 sniper incicdents; 18 bricdges blown and
39 other incicents e.g. ro closures dus ic enemy sctivity, mcrtar cttecks,
etc,
A1l these incicdents hove asccounted for o totcl of 38 US KIA (33 - 8th T Gp),
203 US Wii (178 - 8th T Gp) vs 10h NVA/C Ii (87 ~ 8th T Gp), 10 NVL/VC WIA
(8 - 8th T Gp) and 5 NVA/VC POV
The number of vehicles thot have been domeged or distroyed nss been & total
of 287 (233 - 8th T Gp).
The losses cf men md equipment of the 8th Trons Group to security require~
ments, casuclties crd battls losses suspasscs the cepsbilities of two truck
companies,
Each action that the enomy t-kesin his cttempts teo interdict the LOC's cuts
the opercting time further from minutes, to hoers, tc closure for the day,
This results in loeded vehicles unzble to recch the consignee or empty
vehicles unoble to return for loads,
These incidents heve directly resulted in the RON of more then 6,275 vehicles
which represents c totcl of more than 52,075 suort toans that hove not been

movad forword,



The tonnegoe lost due tc sccurity, casuclties, brtitls losses, c-rgo

losses, siortened overcting hours, more frecuent i0H's fram c titude

of relcted items, ic mearly imesrible teo campute,

Lgeinst 2 very detorrined enemy, &s history has proven him to be, the
security that tho convoy c¢m provide is not zdequate, nor con it be

mede adecuate within the rescurces cf the 8th Tronsportotion Growp.

Lasting security for tronsrpertation must be in the form of specicl cembined
arms teams orgonized end trained to ~ccompeny o nrotect convoys through

insecurc areas,
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8TE TRLHSPORT/.TION GROT? (HOTCR TRUIRSTORT)

— g o e

These ambush instructions heve been ceveleore” “rom lessons lecrned in Vietnam
by the 8th Tr-nsnertotion Group (Motor Transzert). Your mission ond your life
mey cepend uvpon how well ton lenrn these lecscns,

1.
2.
3.
L.
Se
6o
Te
8.

9e

EE=P “IAPOY W DY TO FIRE,

BE ALERT FOR CIAMCGeS I FIOLLLE SCRLES LL.03G DOUTE,

USE ZO02 WRADGH, RETWRY TIRE IMMTDIVTSLY,

NOTIFY SECULITY FCRCE BY RADIC CALL-CORT.CT O'NTACT CCNTACT
COMTINUZ it VING, MLINTAINTHG TRTIRVAL TF POS-IBLE

TRACK WIEICLE /EE.D TO FRIVENT FIRWE T NOTOMLTION OF ¥TNES.
DON'T EFTER KILL-ZOME IF POSSIBLE,

IF DISAELID AD CCHVOY IS MCVING TERCUCHE IILL-ZONE,.MOUNT A PASSIFG
VEHRICLE, :

PROVIDE FLAXING SUX™ORT FIRE INTC KYLL-ZCHE

CUN TRUCKS APLY MAXIMUM BASE COF REj FIGHT /S A TEAM, DFPLOY
UPQM COMILNFD,

TRI{E TARGETS /REg EN MY AUTCMATIC “ZDCHS ICSITIONS, ™EMT MORTID
RCCIET POSITICRS MD ASSAULTIFR AROUMD 1TRCOCS.

BTLY (7 THE I'D.SURFACE.
REMEMEFR DETAILS,
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ROADSIDE CLIAZLCE

2. DEFOLIATE PASSES

JDNTTICHAL ARTTLIIY SUPPRT

L. ROAD CZAR

FLIIHC EAC

€. CUISEIPS CVIR COIVOY

ADDITION/L APC/TANE SUPPORT

8, TLCTICAL CONVOD MAKE-UP

CLUSTER SIGNAL SYSTEER

10, TACTICML EREQUENCY
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FoR OCEF1€1Ae ULk ONL
DEPARTMENT CF THE ARMY

Headquarters I cld ‘oras Victnam
APC 3an TFraucisco 94350

AVHIC AK

SUBJECT: Hwy 19 30P for Logistical and. Secwr-ity X¥lements

SEE DISTRIBUTICN 17 July 1968

1, PURPOSE: The purpose of this SOP is %o srovide instructions to units
wtilizing and securing Hwy 19 from QUI NICN to PLEIKU.

2, GENERAL: A1) units utilizing Hwy 19 will familisrize themselves with
the Tefcrences listed in para 7 of this 80" and the instructions contained
herein and will insure compliancc b 211 nersonnel ond s ccuring Hwy 19
from QUI HHCN to PLEIXU.

3, UNIFCRM: Personnel traveling Hwy 19 will carsy their weopons wi th
basic loaoc of ammo, protective masl, end wear the following equinpment:

a. Duty uniform.
b. Steel helmet,
c. Fragmentation jacket.

k. RESFONSIBILITTESS

a, FKighway 19 Coordinator:
Coordinate all mcvement and security on Huy 19.

(2) 7esolve any ereas of conflict betireen security forces and
units using the highwaye.

(3) Conduct a monthly coordination meeting with representatives
of all elements concerned with Hwy 19.

(4) Prepare cdirectives, as necessary, for the utilization and
gecurity of Hwy 19.

Votify security and loeisticcl elements of problem areas.
b. Security Elements:
(1) Provide security for Hwy 19 in A0,

Cenccllation of nrotective norking can
a0t Le dover ined atv tnis tims,

foR OFFICIP < VA OQrILT
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(2) Prepare and m~intoin contingency plons forbasic ambush rcacticn
end night convoy operztions within AO.

(3) #cintein NCS on the convoy cantrol net over which convoys may re-
quest tactic~l ~ssistonco.

(4) Insurc thot convoy commenders entering the A0 are fully cognizont
of rord situntion (stress points, by-prsses, ~nd construction).

(5) Assme operctional control oi 21l camveys, cambat support, cambat
service suoport ~nd cny other FWMAF entering asr-igned £0.

(6) Coordiicte plans md instructions perteining to Hwy 19 with the I
FFORCEV Hwy 19 Coordinztor, Military Police ond 21l units utilizing Hwy 19

¢. Units using the highwcy:

(1) Incure thot contingency plans are m~intoined for convoy securlty
and night convoy ope ctions. '

(2) Instruct and ecuip convoy personnel in accordsnce with the in-
structions contcined in this SOP end I FFORCuV Rog 55-4.

(3) Insure th~t convoy commcnders coordinate with the appropricte
tactical commcnder upon entering ecch AQ (by entering the comnvoy control net)
end comply with instructions. :

(4) Brief all convoy persomnnal on Jroper spo2d, interval, ond ombush
rezction prior to doparturc of convoy from SP2,

(5) Insure that sufficient rndios, control vehicles,and personnel
eccomprny ecch convoy to mzointein convoy disciplinc.

(6) 4ssist in prohibiting the ostnblichment of staerting timc poatterns.
(7) Insurc that personnel police mershalling ~nd rest areas.

(8) Enforce posted speed limit or reduco speed commensurate with
existing rond, worthor and troific conditions,.

(9) Prepsre on aftor-nction report ci a1l ambushes iuvolving
convoys, furnishing the Highwey 19 Coordimne tor with ocne cody.

d. Militory Police:

(1) Enforce posted specd limit or raduce spords cormensurate with
existing rocd, we~ther and traffic conditions,

(2) *rovide convoy cscort on specifi
patrel the highwey to provide agsistance &g neo
from CG, I #FORCIV, CG, Lth Inf Div or &G, 173

2
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FoR OFFrerAL  JSE 0NE s
(3) Cite individuels who fail %o corply with the provisions of
I FFORCEV Reg S5-L.

(L) Provide traffic control at defiles, congested areas, one-way
bridges md sites where incidcats heve occurrec, &3 requested by tecticel
commanders

(5) =

il cnrdinotion with civilian police agencies for
assistance in the T

control of indigenous norsonnel/traffic.

e, Convoy Commandcr:

$ .

secd, interval, uniform,
clten duting ambush, sniper

(1) Brief all convoy perscnnel on
communicotions instructions; and acticn ©O

fire and mining incidenis.

0 o

(2) Insure that penel merkings ave moumbed o identify the lead
and treil elements of each morch un:t that o1l venicles ntilize their

headlights (I FFCRCEV Reg 55-L).

D))
4=

(3) mMotify and coordinate with sccurity el ements when entering a
tactical AO, Utilizing the annropridic security net, rcport check pointse

(4) Be responsible for the conduct end apsearance of ell persounel
in the convoy. ‘

(5) Insure that all road, tacticel, emergency and medical evacuation
frequencies are current and available to all control elements within the
convoye .

(6) Insurc recovery (within capa%ility? of disabled/wrecked vehicles.

(7) Comply with instructions received from the tacticel commander
elong the route. ' o

§. SPECIAL INSTRUCTICNS:

a, Convoy compositicn and WMorch Discinline: See IFFV Rez 55-li, para Te
b. Night convoy movements: Annex A.

ce Command end control:

(1) A minimum of three control vehicles (radio equipned) will bc in
each convoye

(2) For ccuvoys with more then one march wmit, two contreol vehicles
with radios per march unit and one for the convoy cormander is acceptables

(3) Cne radio equipved vehicle will be locrted nery the lead and
£ail of each march unit. Other control vchicles will be placed 2t random
locations in the convoy and will occasionally fell out of the colurm,
observe and correct Bhe march discipline ond intervel, The maintenance .
+ mev nerform zs control element for resr OF convoy/march unit unless

3
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to assist disabled vehicles. When o =‘cacnce elements fall out, it
be replaced with another control vehicle., Reporss are not required from
maintenance vehicles which heve fallen out to assiat wvehicles. '

(4) When the operational situstion permits, senior drivers will
be assigned to onerzte convoy vehlcles and assistent drivers will act es
"shotgunners'. ,

d. Internal security:

(1) The floors of all vehicles will have sendbag protection for
personnel against mines. Cargo trucks carrying troops will have sandhags
in the cargo bed,

(2) Daytime vehicular interval will be 100 mcters. ‘For night
intervals see Annex A).

(3) A vehicular interval of unot less than 25 meters will be maint-
ained when the column is halted 2t control pointse

() Speed may be determined by the convoy cormancer tut will not
exceed 25 mph on highwzys and 15 mph in cities, towns or villagese A "Catch
Up" speed of 30 mph is authorized. ,

e, Rocovery operations:

, (1) Each convoy should have the following repair and recovery
vehicles as a minimum:

(a) One (1) wrecker.

(6) One (1) maintenance truck equipped with tires, tools, end
minimm spare partse ' v

(¢) Tow-bars as available.

(2) Recovery of disebled vehicles will be accomplished as
expeditiously as pcssibles

(3) Those vehicles which cannot be repaired in a short neriod of
time will be towed to the nearest strengooint and the location reperted to
the responsible recovery wnite (Conveoy Cormenders will determine identlTy¥

of the responsible recovery unit prior Lo depertvro).

() Prior to lesving o disabled vehicle at a location slong the
route, insure that the load is secured (hes not shifted).

f. Reaction tc ambush, mines, sniper
(1) Ambushes:

(2) A1l vehicles which are beyond the i1l zome" will continue
moving toward their cestinstion.

Co/l OFEFlc 1AL USE oNLT
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(b) These vehicles which orc crugat in the nei11 gone' will
attempt to move ub of the "ill zond". Sheuld tioy be forced to stop, tie
driver cnd passenger will dis 5 i : dos of the vehicle, trke
up covered cnd concesled sogi . he-vy volume of return
fire only cn ~ctive cnirmy tereets, strying 1  oreximity o their ve-
hicles. In no case will cavaoy perscnnel close with or attempt te pursue
the cnemy ~s this will interfere with the recticsl reoction plone Convoy
personnel will censc fire upen errivel of teocticrl socrrity elements to

allow t-cticrl vehicles cnd oersonncl freodem of mevenent ~rninst enemy

forces. Convoy control nersonncl will jnsure thot troffic begins tc move
~s soon ng the tocticrl siturtion normits.

(c) Those vehicles which h-ve not yeb enbered the Mkill zonah
will hr1lt ot 100 meter intervols, dismount and dofond os described in pord
(b) above, firing only if the encmy targets ore visiblec.

(a) 1If the tocticrl situation permite, move discbled vehicles
from the rocd.

(2) Mining Incidents:

(¢) If o mine discbles o vohicle, tho ccnvoy cormander must
determine wacther to proceed cround the wvohicle or hnalt tho conveye Hormc 11y
o, convoy should not h-~lt unless the read is blockud or thore is evidence of
more minesSe.

(b) If the comwoy 1S helted by mines, the convoy ccmmander
il immedictely olert the security elements @ dispersc his nersonnel arcunc
the vehicles in preparation for on atirck.

(3) Sniper fire:

(2) If the convoy Or & segment of the convey receives sniper
fire, fire should be returncd end vehicles will coubinue moving.

(b) The convoy commoncer will ottempt tc detormine the lo-~
eotion of thoe fire ~nd report it to the tectic-1 ferces sacuring that portion
of tha routc.

g. Holts enroute:

(1) Meointoin an intervol of 25 meters waon ot the hoelt, if the
spece situation permits, but in ~11 instencus le v suffi jent inturval ©To
s1low vehicles to pull ercund the vehicle to their front.

(2) When holted, all vehicles will pull to the far right side of
the rocd, rem~ining on the paved surfoce, 80 &5 to fllow traffic tc pass
unrestricted.

. (3) Traffic guides will bo sested rt the front end reer cf exch
cclumn to focilitate the mevement of traific,

5
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. (4) Convoy personnel will stey in closc proximity to their vehicles
for control purposcs and will wear the steel helmet, fragmentation jacket
and carry their weapons. '

(3) Security personnel will mot lecve thelr vehicles but will
continue to men their sutcmatic weapons and provide security for tae halted
columme

(6) Tndigenous persomnel cr vehicles will rot be allowed to

(S

congregave crouna militery vehicles or congest the highway.

(7) When enemy action forces a helt, ond the terrain permits,
maintain an intervel of 100 meters. '

6, MISCELLAWEOUS:

a. Convoy personnel will nct fire their weopons wnless under attacke
b, Rounds will not be chambered unless atteck is imminent.

¢c. Comvoy clearance and movement pumbors will be obtained in accordance
with TF7V Reg 55-4, para 6, ’

d. Tactical ond logistical elements will inform the Highway 19 Coordi-
nator (AN XHE 2173/2010/2167) of all developments pertaining to overations
on Hwy 1%. ’

e, Veaicles uneble to meintain rete of march will fall- out of the
column and remein with the trail partye.

7o REFERENCES:
a. I Field Force Vietnam Regulation 55-lie
be Amnex A -~ Night Convoy soP,

c. Snociel instructions, Highway 19 Cenvoy Security ond Control (U),
dated 25 Morch 1968,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Incl 1l /8/ Artaur B. Busbey Jr.
Annex A /t/ :RTHUR B, BUSEEY JR.
Colonel, AGC
DISTRIBUTION: Adjutant Ceneral
1-COMROXFV FC ,
15-CG, Lth Inf Div vy TRUE COrY".
3-CG, CAP ROK Inf Div S (v r
10-CG, 173d Abn Bde | PR/ T X.i/( ~h. €
10-CG, USLSC, QUI NHON PILNE D, CULE

Mrior, TC
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DISTRIBGTION:

2-DS) II Corps

oc-C0, 8th Trans Cp (i)
15-C0, 16th P Cp

10-C0, 35th Engr Gp
10-C0, 937th Engr Gp
1-Senior Advisor, II AIC
1-SR I FFORCEV LO TO COMROKFV
1-SR I FFCRCEV LO TO CAP ROX Inf Div
2~ FFORCEV Gen/Sp Staff
1-CofS
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FoR TOFF IC/aC JSE OArL Y
SCP_for Operation of Ccnvoys
On Highwey 19 During the dours of Darkness

1, PURPOSE: The purposc of this Amnex is to prescrive gnidelines in the
planning and movement of eritical supplies, by truck ccnvey on Hwy 19, from
stockage -aress tc ferward supply areas divding the hours of darimess.

2 . GEI:‘EP..'SL :

a. The senior tactical commander in the AC has operational control of
elements concerned with night convoy operations and is rzsponsible for
accomplishnent of missione

be Night supply convoys will nct exceed thirty supply vehicles. Assis-
tant convoy commsnders will be assigned to ecach convoy and assistant drivers
will be utilized for each supply vehicle.

ce Convoys will be formed with tactical escort vehicles at the initial
marshalling area. Friendly emvushes and gtrong-points will be established
along the route wrior to movement of convoy.

d. Security clements will make moscimum use of Starlight Scopes, Ground
Surveillence Radar, Zenon Searchli~hts, and hclicopter gunshipse

e. Air cap (Spooky) will overfly convay, weether permitting.

fo Artillery fire will be placed on lilkely ambush sites along convoy
route, Where artillery fire camnot be employed, tactical escort vehiéles
and strong-points will conduct recon by fire into likely ambush sites,

g. Prior to movement of convoy 21l lights will be operctional on
tacticel end logistical vehicles. The decision to use headlights, blackout
lights, or a combinstion will be mede by the toeticol commander on the
ground.

3¢ RESPONSIBILITIES:

2. Ccordinastor, Highway 19
Advise, assist and ccordinste sccurity and logistical elements,

(2) Monitor preparations and planning end repcrt status tc Commander,
IFFVe.

(3) Conduct 2 coordination meeting prior to night convoy movenent
to finalize nlans,

(L) Prepere after-action report upon completion of each night move-
ment and disseminete to appropriate agencies,

be Sccurity Elements:
Incresse ambush and patrol activity adjocent tc route,

Cancellaticon of pretective mariking cen
kai
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(2) Provide marimm streng-points on route, censistent with ability
to prowrlde convoy escorte :

(3) Provide tacticcl vehicle cscort for couvey in AO. Where route
traverses two or more major unit AO's relief cf tactical escort vehicles
will be accomplished at firebase nearest AC bowwirye.

Prior to darkness conduct APD surveillaonce of route.

" (5) TUtilize artillery fire and tactical vchicle recom by fire on
likely and suspected ambush sites along the routees

(6) Weather permitting, request air cap (Spooky) over route.

0 (7) Review and update counter-mortar and artillery blecking fire
ans

(8) Insurc ECD and engineer mine-sweeping perscnmnel accompany
tactical escort vehicles,

(9) Insure that a reaction force is availsble for lmmediate respons.

(10) Coordinate with military police for defile contrcl and meccs-
scry liaison with nctional police,

ce Logisticzl Elements:

Provide trained, armed cssistont drivers for each supply
vehicles

(2) ‘%o preclude maintenancc problems cnd shifting of loeds, insure
that all supply vehicles are in excellent condition and that cargoes are
properly secured to the vehivle. '

(3) Insurc thet gun-trucks have radio cormunication with the convoy
cormander and operate on the tactical carmend frequoncys -

(4) Insure thot trail perties have sufficient perscunel, equipment
and vehicles to tow disabled vehicles to necrest strong-point, o

(5) Convoy will not halt for maintenance of vehicles. Dissbled
vehicles will be towed immediately to neorest strong-point for recovery

during daylight hours.

(6) Prior to movement brief all persomnel on convoy cperations,
visual signels, correct interval (50 meters when moving, 25 meters when
halted), and emergency actions.

(7) Insure that all perscmnel hove proper equipment to include
protective mesk, flzk Jjacket, weapon, ammo, ond steel helmete

FoOR OCFF 1crte OseE ~ril 7
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8th Trans fGp (MT)
6 September 1968

ANNEX A (VEHICLE OPERATICNS) to Stending Omerating Procedures

1. PURFOSE: To provide guidance for irampt, secure and efficient
accomplisbment of the motor traasport missions assigmed to the 8th
Transportation Group (kotor Transport).

2. SCOPE: Applicable to all motor transport end transportation
service units attached to the 8th Transportation Group and such
elements that might be placed under the operationel control of the
Group.

3. GENERAL:

ae The guidance contained in this annex will apply in most sit-
uations. In those areas where a different or unususl situation is
encountered, suvordinate units are erxpected to exercise initiative and
sound judgement in selecting a course of action that will insure mis-
sion accomplishment,

b. The primar+ mission of the 8th Transportation Group is the
line haul of general and specialized cargo from the viui Nhoa Port
and Depot Complex to designated forwsrd supvort or denot areas.
Secondary missions include local haul within the port and devot
complex, support of tactical operations and movemert of personnel
and impecdimenta.

L. DEFINITIOHS AND ABBREVIATICNS:

a. Port and Beach Clearance (Loca}l ¢+ The movement of cargo
originating at an aerial or watsr port and heuled for a distarnce
not to exceed 25 miles one wey.

b. Port and Beach Clearance (Line): The movement of cargo
originating at en eerial or water port and nauled for a distance
in excess of 25 miles one way.

co Local Eeul: The movement of cargo origineting at a supply
activity or staging area (other than port or beach) and hauled fecr
a distence not to exceed 25 miles one way.

d. Line Haul: The movement of cargo orizinatinz at a supply
activity or staging area (other than port or beach) and hanled for
a distance in excess of 25 miles one way.

e. Retrogrede: Cargo that is transported in the retrograde
program, 1.6,y sclvaged vchicles and turn~in property. Cargo which
is transvorted from outlying areas to the port for outloading to
another in-country destination is not comsidered to be retrograde
cargo, but rather local or line heul,



8th Trans Gp *T)
6 Septemter 1943

ANNEX A (VEZICLE OFERATIONS) to Standing Opereting Procedures

fo Thruput: A method of cargo movement which bypasses one or
more interz~diate depots end delivers directly to e consuming agency
with line haul equipment,

g+ Drivecway: A motor vehicle which is driven by a member of
this command as cargo for delivery to consignee,

h. Towaway: A procedure similar to driveaway, but motor trans-
port unit prﬁdes prime-mover power for delivery of trailers, semi-
trailers or towing of vehicles,

i. Tesk Force: A term commonly used by lo§istical cormend per-
somnel to dosignate a Forward Support Area (TSA)., FSAs ere staffed
and operated by personnel of the USASUPCOM, QNH for direct support
of Forward Suppori Elements (FSE) in combat zones,

Je DOT: Director of Transportation, the transportation staff
officer of USASUPC(M, QVH.

8)5. TCiD: Transportation Control end Movement Document (DA Form
138L),

5. RESPONSIBILITIES: Subordinate commanders at all echelons are
responsible for eccamplishment of missions that are assigned by this
heedquarters,

g« Groun S-3 will:

(1) Provide staff action for receipt of missions from higher
headquarters

(2) Evaluate requirements against esteblished capabilities.
Assign specific missions tc subordinate units.,

(4) Monitor progress of units to insurc successful execution
of assigned missions,

Provide staff plenning for operztions.
Supervise battalion control of line haul semitrailers.
(7) Collect necessary statistical data.

(8) Submit reports and prepare bricfing data for higher
headquarters.

Obtain convoy clearances.

A-2
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ANNEX A (VFRICLE OPERATICNS) to Standing Opereting Procedures

(1C) HMzintain lisisca with higher znd adjocent heedanuzorters
to include dissamization of intelligence information as received.

be Battalion S-3 wil}z

(1) Keep Group 3~3 edvised of current motor trensport cap-
ebilities. '

(2) meceive and evaluste bulk tomage requirements agcinst
unit capebilities.

(3) Conve=t requirements into voldicle equivalents and commit
subordinetz units ~ccordingly.

(L) Monitor progress of subordincte units to insure all
commitments are being met and that all available metor transport
is efficiuicily utiliized,

Meintein statisticel data for required repsris.

(6) Publish deteiled guidance tc subordinate units to in-
clude driver instractionse.

(7) Maintein continuous training in vehicle operations.

¢ce Cormronding 0fficer, Subordinste units will:

(1) Implement directives of higher headquarters.
Train Dersonnel in the tecimigues of mctor transport
Fill cormitmen:s for vohicles from higher headquarters.

(L) Meintain operational readiness for support of combat
operations.

(5) Ensure that all couvey parsonnel have necessary weapons,
ammunition, protective gear, C-rations and overnight gear prior to
dispatch,

(6) TEnsure that drivers for Duc Pho and Dalc To commliments
have token their Dapsome tablet the night bafrre éocparture and that
anothsr night's supply is carried by the convoy commander to dest-
ination.

d. Convov Commonders wille

A-3



8th Trans Gp (MT)
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ANNEX A (VEHICLE OPERATICHS) to Stonding Opercting Procedures

(1) Obtain the lzatest intellizence informatic: from bat-
talion S-2/3 prior to dejrarture and d.sseminate to Harch Urit
commanders.

(2) Obtein inforination from S-2/3 concerning coordination
with tactical combat units providing rcute seccuritry along tha 3R,

(3) Instruct march wnit commanders ca convoy speed, interval,
uniform and commmicatiocns as wall a3 ermphasize the actions to be
taken if the convoy encounters an ambush, sniper fire or mines.

(4) Coordinate with any sccurity elemenis provided the corvoy
and mount alrcrafi morker pancls cn vehicles as required.

(5) Bc responsible for the cenduct and ampearance of all per-
scnnel involved in the convoy. Brief 11 personnel from the standsrd

8th Group Convey Rriefing Chart, This ckert includss triefirg items
such as follews:

Route of march.
Spced limits,
Traffic regulaticons enplicable enroute,
(d) Control procedures tc be used
Criticel points enrcute.
Procedures in event cf hostile fire, mines and snipers,

(g) "Cluster of the Day" ond actions to be taken upon
observing cluster,

Driver respcnsibilitics
(6) Know his locations zt 21l times while in comvoy.

(7) Bo thoroughly familier with the convor route end all
chieck noints,

(8) Be in possessicn of the following information beforec
deparbing.

(2) The nemes of the officers cnd NCOs who will be
supcrvising the convoy.

A=kt
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AVNEX A (VEHICLE CPER.LTICIS) to Stending Cicroting ‘rocedurss
The commlete malkcup <f the ccardy.
The SP ancd RP times,

(d) The names of the drivers and the bumper numbers
of the trucks.

() A map of the route treveled,

(9) Comply with imstructions received from the tactical
cormander along the route,

(10) Maintain contact depending on communicotions equinment
available with both unit operctions scction ond th: security forces
respongible for the area throwzh which the convey is meving. When
only one frequency is aveilable, the convey commouder must m"'.ain in
contact with security forces. A ccnvey will not mewc valizes the rodio
frequencies of the responsitlc tectic:ol units arc knwa, Ja additicn,
the convoy commonder shall cnsure thet all recad, tactical, emurpency
end medical frequencies are current and availeble to all contro" elements
within the convey,

(11) Closely supervise the offloading of convoy vehicles at
destinstion, Cearzo must be cfficaded expeditiously to mindizize turn-~
aromd time eand vehicle RO, Close supcrrision by officers and NCOs
will also prevent improper unloacding and the resulbant damege to cargo

and equimment.

(12) Check to determine if lozds ere secure »ricr to comnvoy
movemente Insecure cargo will not be moved,

6. Lcading Preccdures:

a. Vehicle loading will be accomplished expediticusly and in’
accordance with 8th Transportation Group Regulation 55-26 and 525-2,

b. Prior to dispatch, each driver will be given an 8th Group
Dispatch Slip to verify his commitment and to exndedite ccordinstion
at the lcading site,

ce «lmost without exception loading versonnel recuire that
drivers report to the operaticns office ot the lozding aztivwity to
verify loading requirements and destinstion. Dri—ors will report
to this office with the dispetch slip (pare 6b cbovs).

de Drivers will not occept loads which are unsafe, improperly
secured, or improperly documented, Bach 2river should have in his

A-5
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ANNEX A (VEHICLE OPEPATICNS) to Standinz Omercting ‘recedures

possession 2 copy of 8th Tramsportaticn Crowp Reculation 55-26,
BLOCKING i¥D BRACTNG QUINE ¥OR HOTOR TRANSTORT CUS?E:RS. In
addition, £l drivers eivuld be farilier with the mrovisicns of
8th Trensportation Group Regulation 525~2 on Carzo Security.
Drivers will not eccept or sign frr z lead vntid 2 complete check
of the cargo has been made ond the informetion on the TCMD bas been
verified,

e. Battolions will continuelly imspect loacding practices cof
using agencies by means cf lisison personnels Vehicles will be
loaded to insure the grestest payload pcssible within the linmits of
the authorized cubic fest and tomnage wprectices. The S-3 of 8th Group
will be notified cf loading or unlcading difficvlties which cammot
be resolved at unit/battalion level.

f. Venhicle poyload capacities: The curge ond troop capacities for
vehicles in the 8th Group are as fcllows:

Plonning MNoxiimum ~ Planning Meocirmum
Truck, 2% ton Cargo L 5 16
Truck, 5 ton Cargo 6 10 16%
Semitrailer, 12 ton 12 16 50s
Trailer, 1% ton 2 2 H/A

Excepticns to these limits must be approved by S-3 this headquarters.
¥#Doas not include driver cor assistant driver.

g« Critical and priority cargo will be sc desigmated by this
headquarters at the time the commitment is given tc battalion. Strict
supervision will be exercised to insure safe and timely delivery in
accordance with snecial handling requirementse

he Trsk vehicles must have & minimm of 2 fire extinguishers.
A Y5 quart cxtinguisher will be mcunted inside the cab and a L pound
CO-2 extingvisher will be mounted outside,

i. Drivers will be trained in convey andé simmclling procecdures
to permit the drivers of the fcllowing vehicles to signel by 3 quick
taps on the horn if pilferage is attempted in o lecading wehicle.
Convoy commanders will be held responsible for ensuring that security
is adequate for his convoy at 211 times, This security is necessary

A6
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ANNEX A (VEHICLE OPERATICNS) to Standing Oper-ting Procedures

in open and unguarced assembly areas as well &s in holding arees
and when moving on highwayse.

jo Driver will notify his unit of any change in commitment,
destination, cargo, tonnage, or when his wvehicle is demaged, delayed,
improperly loaled, or improperly documented.

k. Drivers will perform Preventive Mointenance whenever their
vehicles ere parked at a locding or offloading site and are not being
loaded or offloaded.

1, Drivers will notify his unit of difficuvlties encountered or
misuse of wehicles.

m. The Ariver is responsible for pis vchicle being loaced pro-
perly. The driver will not trensport an insecure load. If the load
is insecure, he will jimmecdistely notify the 0IC of the nearest TTP.

n. A1l difficulties relateé to cargo loadine ot the 58th Field
Depot lecations should be reported through 8th Grous liaison personnel
to the denot transportation officee. Problems encountered ot other
locations will be reported to the dispatching uwnit, either Airectly or
through lizison personnel if available, Unresolwvec problems should be
irmedistely relayed. to the Group Operaticns (ffice.

7. Tactical Convoy Cperations:

a,  Orgenization and cperation of convoys are the responsibility
of the operating wnit., Techniques and. svicance published in FH 55-35
and TM 21-305 as mrdified herein will be crployed, Briefing of couvoy
personnel as described in para 5e(5) will be given prior tc crossing
1P, :

b. The type of convoy will be specificc by the Bettalion to
opcrating units at the time cormitment is assigneds

c. Convoy sche’ules will be meinbained enroute as closely as
safe operating practices permits At least fifteen (15) minute time

gap will be maintained between CONVOYSe

@, Serials should not number more then 35 tosk vehiclese
There should be 2 ten (10) minute time gap hetween serielse

e, Unit integrity will be maintained whenever pcssible.
f, Meximum spee”’ of convey Dace-setting vehicles will not exceed

15 MPH in built up areas and 25 MPY on the open roale Catch up speed

A<T
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AWIEX A (VEHICLE OPERATICNS) to Stoncing (perating Procecdures

for vehicles will be estnblished on the basis of traffic, road, weather
conditions anc locel nosted limits,

gs All convoy operztioms will be vigorously Supervised by officers
and non-copmissicned officers, to include the perfermence of required
)
before, at the halt end after emcravinca P services on vehicles,

he At 11 times cduring a tactical nmarch, the »olicy is to XEEP
MOVING, This policy is paremourt becavse thé safe delivery of cargo
and/or personnel is the mission of this mmit.

i, Helts will be schedulaed by battelion comeitment cdirective
and only as the tactical situvotion may permit on' os maintenaace and
refueling requircments dictate,

Je Recovery of 2isable”? wehicles will bc accomplished as expedit-
iously os nossible, Battzlious will establish proccduires to utililze
organic rccovery vwchicles and those beldnging to othcr support units
if necessary. Thoso vehicles which connot be rezcired in a2 short
period of time will be towed to the nearest strong point and the locstion
reported to the respounsible recovery unit,

k. Each convoy will inclu’e a2 minimum of the followinz type vehicles:

SECURITY VLEICLLS RATIO PER TASK VERICLE IN MARCH UNIT
l, Radio Gun Jeep 1 per 10

2o Gun Truck 1 per 10

3¢ Quad 50 as available

Lo Maintenence Vehicle 1 per convor

(Mzintenance Vehicles must have tires, jack, lug wrench, oil,
water, fuel and tools)

NOTE: A1l gun Jecps and gun trucks will carry at least 1 M-79 grenade
louncher in addition to their assigned automatic weapons,

i. The ceb floors of 21l wvehicles in convoy will be sendbagged
to provide protection agzinst mines and other schrapnel-procucing
devices, Personncl ridinz in vehicles must kcep arms end lcgs inside
to achiove meximum protection fram sandbags, As en additional pre-
caution, & heavy rubher mat is recommence” for placement over the
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ANNEX A (VEEICLE OPERATIQUS) to Stonding Coerating “recedures

sandbags to récuce fragments such 28 stones, son”’y, schrapnel and
picces of bag,

B. Eoch driver will be equipped with the following gear:
Helmet, steel, w/liner & ccmouflage cover
(2) vest, armcred
(3) Belt, pistcl with ammo pouches
(4) mMirst aid pouch
\>; Canteen (Full)
Sleeping equipment
Protective mask
ne The following besic load ¢f crmmmition will be carried

(these are minimum figures and will mot be considered as restricting
additions):

Pistol Cal LS L clips (7 rounds each)

Rifle, M-16 11 Mogozines (18«19 rownds each)
Rifle, M1l 16 Magusines. (20-rownds each)
Machine Gun, M-60 1,200 rounds

Grenade Launchor M=79 2L rounds

Quad 50 Machine Gun 8,000 rcunds

-« Only when it is the intention of convoy perscnnel to fire on
hostile forces will z round be insertcd in the chomber,

Pe Daytime vehiculer intcrval will be 100 meters. A vehicular
intervel cf not less than 25 meters will be meintained when thae cclumn
is at the helt if the snmece situation permits, but in £11 ivsiances
a suflicient intarvel shall be left in crder to permit a venhicle to
pull arovund the vehicle in front of it and to permit intermittent
traffic to pass,

8. ACTIOH TC BE “AKEM IN THE EVENT CF XMIUSH, SNTER FIRE (R MINES:

) [a)
ey
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ANNEX A (VEHICLE OPERATIONS) tc Stending Cperating Frocedures
a. Ambushes:

(1) ‘then 2 couvoy encounters snipcr fire, on ambush or mines
it should KEEP MOVEIG if et £11 possible.

(2) The security forces will be contacted by radio immediately.

(3) A1l vehicles which are beyecnd the ikill zone" will crntinue
moving towarc their destination.

(L) 1If unavoidebly stopped in the "kill zone", persomel must
dismount, telte up covered and concealed nositions, end ley dowm a
heavy volume of return fire only on zctive enemy targets, staying in
close proximity of their wvehicles, In no case will convcy personnel
close with or attempt to pursue the ememy as this will interfere with
the tactical reacction plan. Convey personnel will cease fire upon
arrival of tactical security elements tc allow tectical wvehicles and
persomnel freedom of movement against enemy forces. Convoy comtrol
perscrmel will insurc that traffic begins to move as scon as the
tectical situaticn permits.

(5) Those vehicles which have not yet cntered the "kill zone"
will halt at 100 moter intervcls, dismcunt end cderfend as describeéd in
para 8(2) (4) .above, firing only if the enemy targsts are visihle,

(6) 1If the tactical situation mermits meve disabled vehicles
off the road,

be Mining Incicdents:

(1) If mines are encountered, the ccmvey ccmmander must, in
conjunction with the tacticel commander, quickly cetermine a ccurse
of action, "hile a single mine should nct delcy an entire convey,
vehicles must not enter en area known to be hesvily mined,

(2) If the cenvoy is halted by mines, the convoy commander
will immediotely elert the security forces and disperse his persomel
around the vehicles in preperation fcr en attack,

Ce Sniper Fir_g:

(1) If the convoy or a segment cf the ccnvoy receives sniper
fire, fire should be returned and wehicles will crntinue mcving.

(2) The convoy commander will attempt tc cetermine the location

of the sniper fire and report it to the toctical forces securing that
pertion of the route,

:s-lo
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ANNEX A (VEEICLE OPERATIONS) to Standing Overatinz Procedures
9. GEIERAL PRECAUTIONARY MEASUPES:

a. Good convoy diseiplins o continuous driver training will
reduce the nossibility and/or cffa:tivcnsas of cnemy action against
CONvVOoysS e

be Drivers shculd track the wehicles shead when these vehicles
are in sight. This will recduce thc nezeizility of detcnating a
pressure-aciivated mine which the veaicle zhea” mey have missed.
Conversely, old tracks should Lo aveided because Viet Cong commonly
places mines in old bracks,

ce Spced generctes carelessness. The enemy relies on careless
drivers in his empicyment of mines.

d. Key persommel, whc are prime targets for command detcnated
mines, must avold congregating in cne wvehicle or locaticn within the

convoy.

€. Drivers should awveid carelessly driving over wooden sticks
or other debiris on the road, Pieces of wrod (board or bambco) cn a
roadwey may indicate the presence of pressure activoted mines or other
explosives devices,

f. 7Vehicle operaters should be alert for chenges in familiar
scenes, evidence of apparent road repairs, new £ill or paving, road
patches, mud smeors, grass, dirt, dung or cther substence on rcacds.
Such areas cculd be evidence cf enemy hencdiwork,

Re To avoid accidents at halts the posting of road guards ab
the ﬁ_'ont enc. recr of each column is required,

h, Rest halts should be avoided excent ot terminals or at
locations where maximum security is afforcec.

i. Each convoy commander will make such coordination as necessaery
with escorts or at critical pcints in sufficient time to prevent any
celay of the convoy, Where unforeseen Celcys or route changes occur,
the convoy commencer will expediticusly notify his Battalion head-
quarters which will pass this information to the Group Operations
Section. Information will include the cause, lccstion (gric coordinates),
alternate routes available and other pertinent cata,

10, ENROUTE TECHNIQUES: (Supplemental to Paragraph 7)

as The con7cy ccomander as the senicr officer/NCO in column
is responsible for safe and proper convoy operaticn. Escorting

JAL "ll
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ANNEX A (VEHICLE OPERATIONS) to Stemdinz Cpercting Procelures

military pclice have NO operaticncl écmtrol cver the eonvey ner sheuld
they be ccnsidored as Vpoce-setiters®,

be Local traffic regulaticns an? comtrol detvices will be respected
when convoy is procecding withcut traffic cscert, rcad guards, or the
assistance of militery police.

Cce L convey will net pass ancther meving convey without obtaining
permission from the leed convoy commander. If permission is grented, -
passing will nct cccur until the entire convoy being passe has halted.

de Couvoys will operate with lights cn cduring the daylight hours,

@e If crnvas is required, all straps and repes 'will be securly
tied, front and recr flaps will be used oncdt secured,

11, TRUCK TERMINAL /ND TRAILER TRANSFE® POINT OPERATIQNS:

a. Truck torminals/trailer tr-nsfer points will be lccated along
MSR's &s the cperational mission cdictates.

be Truck tcrminals/TTP's will maintain en accurate log on semi-
trailers and refrigeratcr vans passing through these facilities., (8th
Trans Gp Form 2)

ce Truck terminals/TTP!'s will be steffed to nerform emérgency
maintenznce and running repairs on vehicles oncdd semitreilers. Repairs
of semitrrilers beyond thet cepability will be accomplished by the
Centralized Trailer Maintenance Point. Units will be responsible for
the maintencnce of their orgenic prime movors,

- de Curront semitrailer/van status infermotion will be maintained
on ell semitrailer/v-ons in their respective oreas of operaztions.

€e Every effort will be made to require ccmsignees t~ remove
cunnage anc other cebris at time of cffloa’inz; hcwever, if this is
not dome, each truck terminal/TTP will pclice the beds cf the wehicles.

fe Truck termincls/TTP's opcrated by wnits of this commond will
provide the follcwing facilities, as a minimm:

Covcred rest area,
(2) Latrines and washing facilities,.
Pctoble water e2n? cold soft ¢rinks,

Transient billets,
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ANNEX A (VEHICLE OPERATIONS) to Stanling Operating Procedures
(5) Mess facilities.

ge Semitrailers ané refrigerator vens will be receiptec whenever
they are exchanged, using eithcr “cmitrciler Receipt antt Inspectiom
Form (8th Trans Gp Form 25R) or Refrigerztor Van and Inspecticn Fem
(8th Trans Gp Form SWR) as aprlicahlo, These forms will provide
documentation fer the receipt of bosh leaded and empty trailers/vans
mcving into oné from a TTP. Those receipts are elsc used tc fix
responsibility for the concition of trailcrs/vens listed. Trriler/van
receipts will be retained in the filss of units operating TTP!'s tc
support daily yard checks and reports.

he 4 Adaily troadler ddsiateh report will x’ submittesd e hattalion
opcrations et 2100 heurs, This form consclitetes trailers cispatched
since the previous report.

i. An accurate trailer status report will be submitted daily to
Group Operations by the TTP's ot the time the area check is completed,
but in any event NLT 2400 hours.

Jo Units will provide semitrailers which are in satisfactory
operating condition and which have clean cargo beds, ‘

k. Operationsl necessities require that the unloading prscess
include the follcwing:

Cleening the cargo bed.,
Replacing the side boards properly in the sockets

(3) Remcval of tie-dcwn matericl (except welded chains)
end bracing blcckse

A-13



DEPARTMENT CF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 8TH TRAMSPCRTATICN GRCUP (CTCR TRASPCRT)
APC 96238

AVCA Q=T 3 September 1967
SUBJECT: Srmopsis of Ambush

Cammanding Generel

US Army Support Cormand, Qui Nhon
APO 96238

Cn 2 Sepiember 1967, an 8th Transportation froup convoy under the

control of the 5Lth Tremsportation Rattalion, departed Pleiku on Route

19 for a return trip to Qui Mhon, at apnroximetely 1610 hours, The

convoy consisted of 37 task wshicles and 2" jeeps armed with M~50 machine
guns. Because of mechanical troubles, a 5,000 gallon tanker which joined

the convoy caused a split in the convoy of some 500 neters., At approximately
1855 hours, the leac % ton vehicle was struclk with ¢ 57 Mi{ recoilless rifle
round (vic BR 3L.8LSL) ld11ing one man and wounding two others., Simultaneously,
a secondary ambush was sprung et BR 339450 on the sacond element of the
convoy., The enemy force, estimeted et 2 reinforced compzny, used command
detonated mines, recoilless rifles, actomatic weajons, anc smell orms

against the convoy, The mein embush wes conducted over = 700 meter 411

zone with the seconcary attack nrovidinz a blocking action. The enemy

force was situated on the scuth side of the road, clthoush same sun im-
placements were located in the north. Becouse of the intensity of the

fire ané perfect execution of the embush, little f-re w~s returned by
friendly nersonnel caught in the killing zome, Tactical Security elements
arrived within 10-15 minutes, Spocky arrived at 2020 hours, The convoy
suffered, 7 KIA, 17 "IA and 30 veldclos dmegel/cestroyed, Fnemy casual-
ties and unit desimation are unknowa.

/s/ Joan H. Bruks
/t/ SGTT E. BURKE
Lic, TC
"A TRUE COZY™ Camnencing

. R
YESY N &%
DIULE B, cﬁﬁ( =K

¥ajor, TC



DEPARTMENT CF TES ARMT
ZELDOTARTIRS, 8TH TPLNSTORTATICH (ROUT {MCPCT TRANSICRT)
AFC 96238

AVCA-GH=TC 25 Jovenber 1967
SUBJECT: Synopsis of Ambush

Ccmmanding Ceneral
US Army Support Command, Qui Nhon
AP0 96238

At 1005 hours, 2l November 1967, a ccavey going to Fleiku from the Sith
Traonsportation Battolion wes embushecd by an ¥VA force at grid coordinates
AR 965L65. This convoy consisted of 43 - 5 ton cargo trucks, 15 23 ton
cargo trucks, 6 - gun trucks, 3 gun jeeps anc 1 maintenence truck. The
following account of what haprnened is summitted bosed on telephonic reports
from Pleilku. Thc ambush begen when the lead gun truck in the convoy was
stoppec by small arms fire and simultaneously the lead cargo vehicle was
hit by = commend ‘detonatec mine, This truck wes stcpned along the right
side of the roade The convoy tried to run through the embush, per 8th
Group SO, but only one truck was successful in breaking out of the 300
meter kill zone, The remaining trucks that tried tc break cut were stopoed
by mines cr amall arms fire, effectively blocking the road. Ome of the
trucks, carrying ammo, was hit and exploced, destrovine a gqun truck of the
second serizl that was behind it. ‘The gum truck of the third serial was
hit by small orms fire and stopped. The gun truck of the feurth serial wes
hit by a grenade, but this grenade did not penetrcte the armcr plating.
The 5th an’ 6th gun trucks were not hit s but immeciately returned fire as
did 211 drivers once they werc stoppec. A machine gunner in the Sth gun
truck killed an NVA machine gunner before he dould fire cn the convoy

from a distance of only 10 feet from the rozde

The results of this embush ore es follows:
8¢ Friendly: 2 FJA and 17 WIA with cne of these in criticel ccendition,

b. Enemy: L1 KJA and L WIA (POW's), of this figure the convoy ac- °
comted for 19 XTL and 3 WIA prior te the arrivel of the security forces,

ce Vehicle Damage: 1 trucks (4 of these were gun trucks) 6 to 9
of these were destroycd,

The security forces at CT 9IW reacted within & few minutes to e cell of

"contact" made by the ccnvoy commander, Lt “urvis, enc tc the sound of
the ambush which thoy could hear. VWhen they arrived ot embush site, they
2cnsneted o mejor sween and sursuit to cccow® for finel sneny casualiiss.



AVCA=QN-TG } 25 Bovember 1967
SUBJECT: Synopsis of Ambush

A more Cetailed accomt, complete with stctements nf witnesses will
be presentec as soon as investigoting officers from tiis headquarters

return from Pleilku,

TEL: P7 786/779 /s/ Joe 0, Bellino
/t/ JOE C, BELLTHO

Ceclonel, TC
"A TRUE COFYI® Commanding




_ HDMls JOd STIOIHAA TIV “wdwT/H _m
FOVIS QV0U su SIS 00l
=009 H.Fﬁﬁ UALA000 XA

I THIT Aa\

/
: Uk 997999 Tif . —
| 599 st e~ B
SN O ﬂh&\\.\
ALVULTIL WIT HORHY ) \»
TIIH 40 dod A % 4D

..\alrlh\lzlll.l.lll.l\l]l\}\-ll.l.\\{}fl)}
HOLLOE MEEID



DEPARTIFT COF TPL IR
RELDQU/RTERS, 8TH TRLHSFORTLTICK (TP (MOTGR TRUSPCRT)
A0 96238

AVCA-Qi-TC 5 December 1967
SUBJECT: Synopeils of Ambush

Commanding General
US Army Support Command, Qui Nhon
APO 96238

At 0815 hours, L December 1967, a ccnvoy geing to Pleiku from the Shth
Transportation Battalion, was ambuskted by a Viet Cong unit estimated

at company size (threc 20-30 men platcens) ot grid cocrdinates 3R 330460,
This convoy consisted of 58-5 ton carge trucks, 11-2% ton cargo frucks,
6 gun truclks (armor plated), L gun jeeps and 1 maintenance truck. The
ambush begon when a charge was detonatec at the side of the rcad. The
leal! gun truck driver ncticed a beard with three mines pulle? ccress the
road in front of him, He stopped his vehicle an! at that moment the
vehicle was hit by smell arms fire end 2 reccilless rocket, killing the
driver. The lead jecep (sécond vehicle in convoy) olso received small
arms fire ond wos ctopped. Beth vehicles immcdistely begen returning
fire, utilizing the two (2) M-60 mechine guns and ‘M=79 srenacde laincher
in the truck and the M-60 mechine gun in the jeeps Four other vehicles
received flat tires and body damage. Pcrsonnel begen returning fire
under the leadership of 1LT Todd, the merch wnit commender (second vehicle
in the convoy), Gun trucks of the march wnit moved forward into the
approximately 3000 meter long kill zcne, and &ubsequently one of these
was hit by rocket fire wounding three gunners., The leadership and fire-
power of the convoy was immediately and responsive enough to account for
ell enemy KIAs and WIA pricr to arrivel of the rcaction force., At the
time of the embush, 0815 hours, a call of "embushl cmbushl ambushi® went
out cver the radioc from the convoy. The reportod time of errival of the
gumships was 0827, twelve minutes ofter stort of tho embush; & resction
force formed at en artillery base camp andd brouzht in by the Group Commond-
er, arrived at agproximately 0830, The quick renction time of the convey
persomncl and the intense bese of fire put up b the mochine gunners in
the gun trucks broke the encmy ambush prior to the arriv~l of eny ~f the
reection forces, Fram the point of view of the convoy, the reaction
time of the combot supporting forces was too slow. The reaction time

of 12 minmutes for gunship support is mergincl; the reaction time of

15 minutes for the first growd trecops (considerinz thot they were mo-
tivated y convoy control perscnnel) is cxcessive, and 25 minutes after
the call "ambushl ambushl ambushi" wes siven is tco leng to wait for air
1ifted supnort.



DEPARTMEAT CT T:S Ay
HEADQU 'RTERS, 8T.. TRANSPORTLLTCH GRCUP (CTR TR:I'SPCRT)

APO 96238
AVCA-GNSTG 22 February 1968
SUBJECT: Synomwsis of Ambush
TO: Cormanding Generzl
US Army Support Command, 2ui Nhon
APC 96238

On 21 February 1968, an 8th Tremsportation Group convey. under the
control of the 27th Transportaticn Battelion, cepartéd Qui Fhon at ap-
proximately 0715 hcurs west on highway 19 for Plsiiu. The comvoy con-'
sisted of 5L task vehicles, 4 gun trucks, L gun jeeps and a quad fifty,
At approximately 0950 hourz, between CP 89 and CP 96 (vic BR 3L8 L55),
the convoy came under fire fram B-LO rockets, cutomctic wegpons and small
erms fire, Convoy security personncl immedictely rcturned fire in the
direction of suspected enemy pesitions south oi the highway.

The 27th Transportation Battelion guac fifty moved into the kill
zone, which was cstimated at approximatcly 300 metors, and wes credited
with 1 NVA KTA, APC's from the 173d Airborne “ivision arrived in ap-
roximetely 5-10 minutcs and engaged the enamy force., Artillery also _
was used by the tocticzl force. Three convoy persormel were slightly )
wounded. Three wvehicles, including tane quod £iftr —mun truck, were dame
aged, one task wehicle seriovsly., The enesly force was cstimcted at 10-
12 personncl, Unit designation is wnknown, One HVA was KIA =nd another
possibly WIA, No mines werc uséd cgainst the comver. Foxholes were
found in the arcz of the ambush,

)

EL: PT 786/779 /s/ Joe O. Bellino
/t/ JOE 0, SELLIFO

Colonely, TC

Cammonding

nA TRUE COPY"

/1 ”;:,'.'_ e L ::3 7 .
DRI . é’n/é//%
Major, TC
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DEZP/RTMENT OF TEY LRI
HEADQURTZRS, STH TR.WSPORT.LTICP GROUP |.0TCR TR.I‘SPORT
LP0 96238

AVCL-ON-TG U Moy 1968
SUBJECT: Synopsis of Aimbush

Commonding Genercl
US irmy Support Ccmmend, Qui Nhon
LPO 96238

1, 4t 1000 hours, 12 Moy 1966, twe Sth Transportction Group convoys werae
involved in embushes on Highway 1.

2. [ south vound convoy cansisiing of U task vehicles plus sccurity, under
the supervision of the 27th Trnnsportotion Battolion, ruceived cnamy fire 200
meters south of Bridge 329 (BR 985 858). & north bown convey consisting of

31 tesk vehicles plus sccurity, under the supervision cf the 5Lth Trensportation
Bettalion, was nporocching the semo locction whon tha onemy cnened fire. The
encmy forco, estimctod te bo & roinforced s¢uud, cpeaed up with cutomatde
worpons ~nd M~79 fire, The primcry force was in n trec-linc 150 to 200 moters
fram the west sice cf tho road. The kill zonc was ostimated to bu about 200
moters long. In this actier the fhth Tronshortati-n Battclion sustained onod
K[ and the 240th Quarterm~ster Battslicn sustaino< onc WIA (POL tonker criver).
Sevarrsl wvehicles werc domaged by the enemy fire. Both ceonvoys increcsed spesc
ané movel through the kill zone. ‘

3. The Shth Trensportation Bat:alion 2% ten corge truck, driven by the scl-ier
who wos KIL, ron off the road onto 2 sm~ll bank. /L gun jeep ond two gun trucks
rencdercd immediate assistence while directing thw convey thrcugh the kill zona.
The cesuclties wore evecuated cnd the convey continucd ncorth without further
incicent.

L. The 27th Tronsportaticn Bettclion conwvey clerred the kill zcne with only
minor demege to vehicles (bullet holes) ~né continuesd south., /fis the convoy
recched the vicinity of Bridge 376 (BR 930 779), ot copreximstely 1010 hours,
enemy fire wes ogein vncovnierod, this time from tho orst sids of the roeod,
frem o distonco of 200 meters. The cnomr fire ccnsistoed ef N-T9 rounds ond
sutcmotic weepons firc. One ériver-was WL, Jour 27th Trrnsportation Bot-
tolicn veiicles were lightly domcgod as o rusuli of beth oncounters. The size
of tha enemy forcc ot the seccnd cmbush site wos esiimated as pletoon size.



AVCA-QN-TG 1 Mey 1968
SUBJECT: Syncpsis cof Jmbush

Upon receiving firc, tho lcad ermorod. truck pulled over anc ongaged the enamy
while ~Allowing the convoy tc pass throuch the kill zone,

5. Ahs & rosult of both ambushss the 8th Tremsportation Group suffered 1 KIL
and 1 VI4i while total crsuzlties wero 1 KIA and 2 WL., Enemy c~sualties core
unknown. The acticn 2lso resulted in demoge tc nine (9) 8th Tronspertation
Group velrlcles.

/s/ John H, Burko
TIL: PT 7%6/779 /t/ JOHN H. BURK:
L1IC, TC
Comm~nding

/. TRUE COPY"
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DEPARTMENT CF T AT
HUADFARTURS, 8TF TRATRPCITATICY GROT: (HOTOR TR/MSPOTT)
20 96238

AVCA-QN-TG-3 16 August 1968
SUBJECT: S;monsis of Amdush

Conmaonding Cenerecl
US Army Support Comand, ui Nhon
APQ 96238

On 1L hugust 1968, mn 8th Trensportation Group couvoy, wnder the control of
the S4th Transportation Battalion, ‘eperted. Qui hon onm Route 19 for a line
haul trip tc Pleilm, at epproximately 1215 howrs, The convoy consisted of
68 task vehicles, 7 gun trucks, 5 gun jecps orme” with M-60 machine mmns,
and 1 Qued fifty sun truck. At 1545 hours, os the 1lst scrizl of the convoy
wes procecding wost nmost on arec a nroximately twe miles west of Bridge 3L,
grid coorcinatcs AR982500, en enemy fcrce dressed in ARVE marine unifcrms
attocked the convor with smell erms and B-liO rocket fire, Thc enemy force
wes estimotec to be siore then o platoon ond less thwn a compeny, Four mun
trucks, 1 Qued fidty sum truck and 1 gun joer imcediately returned fire
within the estimcoted 300 yerd %ill zone., 4 resciion force of 6 APCs and 3
helicopter gunships crrived within £ minuvtés after contacte All 8th froup
tesk vehicles made it out of the kill zone, However, five of those wvehicles
suffered Jdomege; on ome of tue five wos heevily demaged. The 8th “rewp
sulfered lj WIA and there was 1 WIA from the 1/69th Armored Bn, The convoy
commender reported 12 enamy troops were hit by return fire, After the secur-
ity forces swent thc crec of coniact, L cuemyr TTh were Ciscowvered, The 5
US wounced were mecevocuoted to the Tlst Med Xvec Hospe Of thesec, two were
trected md relocsed,

‘EL: PT 786/1779 /8/ Joe 0, Bellino
/t/ JCE O, Bi"LIHO

Colonel, TC

"L TRUE CO=Im Commancing

I R |
DY4'E D, CUDE
Mgj ory TC
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DEPIRTEINT OF T2 AR
IEDYIDTERS, O0TH TRISIORT..TICT ~CUR (ITCR TRAYSPRT)
[2C 94238

AVCA-QN-TG=-3 23 August 1968
SUBJECT: Synopsis of Ambush

Commending Generel
US Army Supnort Cormand, wui Nhon
APO 96233

At 0815 hours on 23 August 1968, the 88th Tronspertstion Compeny of the 12hth
Transportction Bettalion departod An Zhe enrcutc to Pleilw with 30 loeded
tractor-treiler combinetions, 3 gun trucks ond 2 gqun jJeeps. At 0900, a force
estimated to be two rifle componies attoclked the convoy 300 zeters west of
Check Point 27 just as it was passing by »ump station #3 ct the base of Mong
Gizng Pass. The enamy fired rockots, mortors ond automdatic weapons inte a
ki1l zone that éxtended the length of the entire convoy, $he cenvoy suffered
1 KEA and 5 WHA. The 1 KHA plus 2 WHA wcre gen jeep personnel. The cther

3 WEA were drivers of task vehicles. Threc of the five WHA were medevaced

to An Khe while the other two, whe were slirhtly wounded, continued cm vwith
the convoy. Che tractor-trciler cembination and its carge (Ciass IV) were
destroyed by a mortar round while six ciher tractdér trziler combinctions were
ebendoned in the %1l zone duec tc demage incurred, Four cthers were damoged
but were cble t+ ;roceed through the kill zone to the top of ifong Gieng Pass
where emergoncy repeirs were mede ond they procecded on tc Pleiku, The six
vchicles abandoned in the kill zone ere being policed up by the Commanding
Officer of the 88th Transportation Compony in An Khce There were 3 APCs
between Bridge 27 oné 29 which returned firc. It took 10-15 minutes for the
roaction force t¢ crrive. Twec dusters were tho first reaction ferce on--the
scene. No gunships wcrs prescent since they were both rcfueling in fin Khoe

A platoon of _PCs which wes benind the 8th Transportation Group convoy come
up, swept the arex snd found 5 cnemy KIA. :

TEL: PT 78&/779 /s/ Joc C, Bellino
/t/ JCE O, ELLLINO

Colonel, TC

"L TRUE COPY™ Commancing
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ik D. CUDE

Major, TC
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SGT C.PIZOLA IN GUN
JELP MOVED UP TO COVER
STOPPED VEHICLES
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DEP.IMELIT CF Wiis . JY
HE DQUARTERS, 8TH TR.L:SPORT.TIC:. GROUP (:UTCR TRLIISPORT)
PO 96238

LVCA=QN~TC=3 31 Lugust 1968
SUBJECT: Symopnsis of lLmbush

Commanding General
US .irmy Support Command, Gui Khon
AP0 96238

At 0900 hours on 31 Lugust 1968, en 8th Transportation Groun convoy under
the control of the 12lith Trensportation Battalion's §8th Transportation
Compony deported fin Xhe to Pleiku with 33 tractor-trcoiler combinations, 3
gun trucks 2nd 2 gun jesps. ALt 0945, = force estimcted to be 100 NVA ot~
tacked the convoy between grid coordinates BR 26L h68 and BR 256 482, The
enemy used mortsrs, rockets, ~utametic wenpons, smoll arms ond hand gre—
nades in & 1700 meter kill zone. The convoy suffered 1 XHA ond 6 WHL.

Four of the six VH. were medevoced to ‘n Khe while the other two, who were
511 ht]l;- wounded, continuecd on with the convey. One run truck and seven
task vehicles becnme inopercble and wore cbrondoned in tho lkill zonee.
Another vehicle wns bodly domaged but cble to nrocaad through the 11 zone
to the top of Hrng Giang Pass to o sscurs rren. The eipht vohicles cbon-
donod in the !dll zone are being policed up by the Commending Officer of
the 88th Tronsportation Compeny in un Kiee There were 2 LPCs in tho vicin-
ity of the: embush site end ..rtiller:,r fire wos on torpet in approximetely
one minuto., It took ep.roaximntel;r 10-15 minutes for ~ rorction force of

S 4PCs and 6 gunshins tc arrive. Thc 2 gunshins normelly over the column
wore on the ground in .n Khe beins refuslod. Tho forcos wers in contoct
for spnroximately 30 minutes., The enemy suifered 6 KI..

. - X
s vl ‘%‘;
7 wf‘f_ A )
TaL: PT 786/179 Jm’o e s A
. ‘/ Colonal, TC :
Commcnd;Lng



QUI NHON, Vietnam (Special)

four over-inflated tractor lires,
two sand-filled 53-gallon drums
and some . imagination has re-
sulted in a safer convoy route
for the truckers af Qui Nhonr
Suppart Command's 3th Trans-
povtation Group,

T ThEe material was used g huild

a homenmirde minesweeper, de-
signed (o probe the shoulders of
the readway where enemy mines
are often foond. The sweeper is
pulled behind an armoved per
sonnel carrier on a 20-foot long
towing bar.

The new sweoper ratos 1111.1&_
twelva.tan ;

bevause  the huoge
trailers and five-ton tractors
used extensively throughout the
Ath Group's area of responsibili-
ty wsnally are foreed o use the

raned  shoulders, especially at
bends,
According to  Maj, - Homer

Belche, 6th Group security offi-
ver, the voads are swept each
morning. [t was Belche who
drew up the rough design for
he—gwesner -and gave it-to=the
Bth's mointenance shop at the
#th  Transporiation Co. to
build,

Cuol. Jae Q. Bellino, command-
“er of the Sth Greoup, spoke of the
meed  for more innovations of
*this type. “This s a new kind of
war for truckers,' he said, *'so
“wi have a whole new sot of ob-
stacles for which there is no
textbook solulion. But the dedi-
cation of men lke Maj, Belehe
and others throughout the com-
mand, have enablod us to take a
posilive approdch o our probe
Jooprnn el ok Ll ot U

ngenuity ?[i

— A few [eel of metal tubing, .

ks

C

Troops of the 8th Transportation Group sweep the edzes of a - 25
road with thelr “howemade’ equipment. {USAY =
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